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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Established May 18, 1985

Book your FABACon Room
FABACon 2026 is returning to the Best Western 
Gateway Grand in Gainesville on Oct. 16-18. 

Book your hotel at the discounted rate of $129 a night.  
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/ 
hotel-rooms.10281.html?groupId=X95RX3D5 

Regional Challenge
Balance and Motion (with literal motion)

Exchange Item
Something that whirls, twirls or spins

In Memoriam  

Rob Richmond

Mike Barton

Jim Batson
Pages 4-5

NW Region 
Meeting 
The NW Region 
met at Roger 
Bell's house. 
Read more 
about the event, 
pages 6-7 

Blade 
Smithing
The Far West Re-
gion (left) made 
railroad spike 
knives while the 
SE Region (right) 
created a knife 
blade storyboard. 
Pages 8-9

Walt Anderson Scholarship deadline: June 30
Page 13

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.10281.html?groupId=X95RX3D5
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.10281.html?groupId=X95RX3D5
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FABA has eight regions, and regular meetings are held in each region on the following Saturdays of each 
month: 1st Saturday—Central NE / 2nd Saturday—NW & Greater Orlando / 3rd Saturday—SE & Gainesville /  
4th Saturday—Far West & SW.   
The NNE meetings will be the 2nd or 3rd Saturdays (depending on the month).
The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can!
The dates may vary, so check the schedule noted in the Regional Reports or on Facebook, or contact the 
Regional Coordinator. 
Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a 
meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not other-
wise noted. If you have any questions about events, please check the region's Facebook page or contact the Regional Coordinators:

Greater Orlando Region  John Hare  802-373-1190  legacy.john.hare@gmail.com
Gainesville Region  Jordan Borstelmann  352-727-8260  crookedpathforge@gmail.com
Central Northeast Region  William Thornton  386-916-6117  knifegsx@yahoo.com
North Northeast Region  Doug Hayes  910-330-7601  djhayes29@hotmail.com
Northwest Region  John Pfund  850-528-3280  johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region  Peter Hill  651-635-6022  blazeblades561@gmail.com
Southwest Region  TBA  TBA  TBA
Far West Region  Christopher Sandlin  850-865-9596  Chris@traditionsworkshop.com

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is 
a nonprofit organization chartered with the state of Florida that is 
dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of architectural, 
artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage 
of this craft. 
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or liability for 
injuries or damage caused as a result of the use of any information, 
materials, design, techniques, etc., contained in this newsletter; 
our website, www.blacksmithing.org; our Facebook Page at www.
facebook.com/FloridaBlacksmiths; any of our regional Facebook 
pages; or provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent provided 
by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly and 
FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence 
and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send 
to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials submitted must be your own 
work, and citations of others must be clearly identified. By submitting 
materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to 
FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-
copyrighted material, if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. 
You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material 
unless otherwise noted.
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION#: CH38635 EXPIRATION: May 13, 2026 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435- 7352) WITHIN THE STATE. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.   
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It is with great sadness I inform you that three of 
our brotherhood have passed away this month. Robert 
Richmond was the founder of our veteran’s scholarship 
program. Mike Barton was one of our Journeymen, having 
won that accolade in 2017. And James “Jim” Batson, a 
national figure in bladesmithing and 
blacksmiting and co-found of the AFC 
in Alabama. He  demonstrated forging 
a horse head fire poker at our first 
FABA Conference and demonstrated 
for us again in 2009. All will be dearly 
missed. 

If you have not had an opportunity 
to check out our demonstrators for 
FABA Con 2026, I’d like to give you a  
thumbnail for both Joe Davis and  
Steve Schwarzer.

Joe Davis, does very high-end custom work requiring 
traditional joinery, accomplishing projects like fireplace 
screens and 
architectural metal 
work. He has been 
running Old School 
Crafts for 25 years, often 
working with his two 
boys at his forge and 
foundry. His projects 
make use of multiple 
materials, like copper, 
bronze, stainless steel, 
and of course, iron. You 
can follow his work on 
Instagram/Facebook: www.facebook.com/joe.davis.422942

  A Master Bladesmith since 1981, Steve Schwarzer has 
over 20 awards for his blades, his excellence and innovation, 
and his service to 
the community. He 
pioneered many of the 
common Damascus 
techniques seen today. 
I think one of my 
favorite quotes by Steve 
is “Fantasy is always 
correct,” which is why 
he often uses fantastic 
creatures carved into the handles of his work. Steve 
currently lives Florida. He teaches advanced Damascus 
classes and powdered metal canister techniques with classes 

President’s Message

Remembering FABA losses 

David Sandlin
FABA President

 

tailored to individual student needs/requirements.
If you are looking for a great place to learn some 

advanced techniques, this is your opportunity. Apply NOW 
for the Walt Anderson or a Veterans scholarship and get 
some hands-on training from a master without having to 
spend most of your scholarship money on travel.  
See www.steveschwarzer.com.

There are not a lot of videos about our demonstrators. 
However, Will Stelter did a number of videos during his 
visit with Steve Schwarzer and here is a good interview 
in 2022 worth looking into: Why You’re Wrong About 
Damascus Steel (with Steve Schwarzer).

CONTINUING CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
It takes a team to keep our organization running 

smoothly. Lately we have had some openings in the team 
and really need some help. Please consider the following:

We need a new webmaster. For someone with 
the technical expertise, this task will require about an 
hour a week to keep the security up to speed, monthly 
postings of the Clinker Breaker to the site, checking the 
meeting updates that are provided to you by the regional 
coordinators, and annually updating the conference 
information. Contact me if you can help out.

Trez Cole, our SW Region trustee, is actively seeking a 
SW regional coordinator replacement. Contact Trez if 
you are ready to adopt this important role in the southwest.

We are still looking for someone for Program Chair, 
taking over those duties at the end of the 2026 Conference. 
Contact Tia to have your name added to the ballot. 
Elections are coming up.

http://www.facebook.com/joe.davis.422942
http://www.steveschwarzer.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YZuFWSHkzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YZuFWSHkzI
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President’s Message
TORBJÖRN ÅHMAN FOLLOW UP
I mentioned last month that I visited with Torbjörn 

Åhman and our conversation naturally turned to his next 
project. Since he had nothing specific on the horizon, I told 
him about the cutlery class that I plan to teach at FABA 
Con 2026. And wouldn’t you know it, Torbjörn goes out 
and does it! 

You will find his video not only demonstrates making 
a very nice matched Fork and Knife, but he once again he 
demonstrates his prowess in artistic video editing. When 
I last checked the video had been up for only 3 days and 
garnered 99K views. You can see it here:  Blacksmithing - 
Making my own Cutlery, Knife and Fork!

Torbjörn did confide in me via IM that it took him three 
attempts to get something he liked from both a mechanical 
and video perspective. We also discussed that when 
attempting to make a matched set of cutlery in 4 hours it 
will have to be much simpler in style. Consequently, for our 
class on Friday, October 16, at the Best Western Gateway 
Grand, Gainesville, FL some of the work will be pre-cut/

pre-forged so as to make our timeline. Look for more 
information after I get back to my forge and can try a few 
things. 

Until then, I hope and pray your anvil rings true and 
your hammer delivers many a fine project. 

— David Sandlin, President 

Robert Ralph Richmond 
of Hastings, FL, a U.S. veteran 
who created FABA's Veterans 
Scholarship Program, passed 
away on May 28, 2026. 

Robert began his black-
smith career in 1955 at age 14 
on Long Island in a smithy fo-
cused on maritime service.  He 
learned traditional smithing 
skills as well as working with 
bronze and brass constructs. 
He spent summers with family 
in Florida multiple times as a teen and eventually moved 
to the barrier island just northeast of St. Augustine. At that 
time, the area was still rural, with bears, coyotes, bobcats 
and other wildlife. 

He joined the Navy during the Vietnam era and served 
in the Pacific theater. While with the Navy after the war, 
he worked with the U.S. Coast Guard and NOAA (Nation-
al Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration) on 
research trips as a hard-hat diver.  He brought those skills 
back to St. Augustine and worked for Marineland and was 
active in the greater St. Augustine oceanographic develop-
ment.  He continued to blacksmith in a small shop at his 

Robert Ralph Richmond, January 1941-May 2026
In Memoriam

house by the beach while running a small beachside boiled 
ship and crab shack, working at the Florida School for the 
Deaf and Blind, and promoting veterans' affairs.  

  In 2021 Robert walked into Iron Osprey Forge and 
began his association with FABA.  Along with his passion 
for blacksmithing, he had a strong drive to provide ser-
vices and opportunities for veterans. To this end, he helped 
coordinate and support several events at Iron Osprey Forge, 
made numerous donations to the FABA conference auction, 
and more. He was delighted to see young folks and veterans 
trying their hand at smithing and offered tidbits of knowl-
edge and experience when appropriate. 

He felt that smithing was a great avenue for veterans to 
heal from wounds of body and soul, and he created a schol-
arship fund to help introduce veterans to the craft.  He do-
nated thousands of dollars to create the Veterans Fund for 
FABA in 2022.  He continued to support FABA, the greater 
blacksmithing community, and veterans despite battling 
three types of cancer and other medical conditions.  Even 
after entering Hospice in April 2026, he continued contrib-
uting with a donation of tong blanks to a Virginia guild.  
On May 28th, Robert left this world for what he called his 
“next great adventure.” He made a significant impact on the 
smithing community in NE Florida and on FABA, and he 
will be missed.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utJO5FA6Cqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utJO5FA6Cqg
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In Memoriam

Michael Allen Barton, 
a longtime FABA member 
and long term resident of 
Winter Haven, FL, un-
expectedly passed away 
at his home on May 20, 
2026.

Mike was born to Rich-
ard and Joanne Barton on 
August 3, 1958 in West 
Haven, MI. He grew up 
in nearby Hart until his 
family relocated to Flor-
ida. There he spent his 
days surfing with friends 
before moving to Winter 
Haven, where he joined 
the WHHS Band and met 
his wife of 45 years, Sally.

Mike was known for his dedication and strong work 
ethic. He was versatile in his skills, and through his pursuit 
of more knowledge he learned many trades. Mike installed 
two-way radios and car phones in the 1980s, then operated 
the production line systems at Velda Farms and Coca Cola. 
He also worked at an alarm company and even briefly for 
a crane repair company (despite his fear of heights). Mike 
retired in 2024 from his job as the Lead Instrument Con-

Mike Barton, August 1958-May 2026
trols Technician at Seminole County Environmental 
Services.

In his free time, he taught motorcycle safety 
courses and Tai Chi classes at the local church. He 
also had a passion for metal working and knives, 
which he fostered through various blacksmith 
apprenticeships and the time he spent in his home-
made forge. He was looking forward to spending 
more time in the forge once he retired.

Mike had an affinity for both the sung and written 
word. As a reader, he gravitated towards westerns 
and science-fiction. As a music listener, he had a 
genuine love for classic rock, as evident by his large 
vinyl collection. Mike was always ready with a story 
or a lesson of his own to share over a beer (even one 
he crafted himself). Mike had a big heart and an 
even bigger personality. Anyone who ever met him 
was sure to leave him as a friend.

Mike is survived by his wife, Sally Barton; his 
daughters, Tara Simpson, Leila Baker, and Alicia Barton; 
his mother Joanne Helms, his sister, Betsy; and his five 
grandchildren, Angelina, Anthony, Ethan, Callan, Mena. He 
is preceded in death by his father, Richard Barton; and his 
twin infant daughters, Crystal and Misty Barton.

A celebration of life is planned for 5:00-7:00 pm on June 
27th at Jessie’s Lounge in Winter Haven, FL.

James 'Jim' Batson, legendary bladesmith
Dr. James Lucian Batson Jr. 

(February 13, 1936 – June 5, 
2026) was a legendary Master 
Bladesmith, author, researcher, 
and former aerospace engineer 
who left an indelible mark on 
American custom knifemaking 
and the preservation of histor-
ical cutlery. Highly regarded 
as one of the world's leading 
authorities on James Bowie 
and historical Bowie knives, he 
dedicated his life to forging pe-
riod-accurate blades and teaching the art of blacksmithing. 

Jim co-founded the Alabama Forge Council (AFC) and 
established the annual Batson Bladesmithing Symposium. 
The event, held at Tannehill Ironworks, has run for near-

ly four decades. He also served as President of the Art-
ist-Blacksmith Association of North America (ABANA).

Jim has also been involved with FABA. He demonstrat-
ed a horse head poker at FABA's first conference. He came 
back again to demonstrate for us in 2009.

Jim earned his Master Bladesmith designation from the 
American Bladesmith Society (ABS) in 1993 and served as 
the organization's President for three terms. 

He was inducted into the ABS Bladesmithing Hall of 
Fame in 2001 to honor his elite craftsmanship and contri-
butions to the trade. He specialized in creating highly ac-
curate late-18th- and early-19th-century American knives, 
and he was renowned for replicating historic pieces like the 
Searles Bowie, Coffin Bowie, and the works of legendary 
maker James Black. He was a prolific writer and passionate 
instructor, teaching at the John C. Campbell Folk School for 
30 years. 
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Regional Reports

NW Region Report
 Hello everyone, and greetings from the Northwest Re-

gion. I just reread my forecast for the June meeting at Roger 
Bell's House, and I realized that most of what I forcasted 
didn't happen! 

We didn't do any blacksmithing. No contest, no tiny 
tongs were made, we didn't even light the forge. Enough do-
nations were not brought to have a raffle, so we didn't. Only 
17 people signed in, but about 40 people attended. 

Sara and a couple of volunteers had cleaned up the shop 
and marked things for sale. Turns out everyone likes an es-
tate sale, and we had a great one. It kept everyone busy until 
we stopped for lunch and they went right back to it after. It 
seemed everyone found something, and most found a lot of 
things that will remind them of Roger when they use them.

The BBQ sandwiches from Sonny's were a big hit, with 
the chopped brisket being the favorite, but we also had a 
crock pot of homemade chili and a lot of sides and desserts. 
All in all it was a wonderful memorial for Roger, and I'm 
sure he would have appreciated and enjoyed it. 

 

NW Region Kayak Trip, July 11? 
You might have noticed that I also forcasted a canoe 

and kayak adventure for the day after the meeting. The 
original adventure was about three years ago, and we 
hadn't been back since. 

I decided to do a practice run a couple days before the 
meeting and I was very glad I did. It was much harder 
than I remembered. There have been hurricane and wind 
damaged trees falling, and no one clears this remote 
trail, so there were a lot of portages that just weren't 
there on the original adventure. 

I decided take it easy on myself and others, by post-
poning until we can be better prepared. Speaking of 
taking it easy on myself, I've decided not to have a July 
meeting this year. I don't have a venue arranged and it's 
probably going to be pretty darn hot anyway! 

Maybe we should try to have the canoe and kayak 
adventure on July 11th, instead of the meeting? If I am 
contacted by a few who are ready to participate in this 
more difficult kind of adventure (johnwpfund@aol.com), I 
will arrange for it to happen.  
 — John Pfund, NW Region Coordinator

Rescheduled: Roger's Run Paddle 
If there is interest, we're going to have a canoe 

and kayak adventure. We are calling it "Rogers 
Run." It starts at Goose Pasture campground on the 
Wasisa River and ends after a obscure trail leads to 
the Aucilla River right by the Page-Ladson historic 
site. It's a little off-road dirt ramp where we take 
out, and we'll have to leave some vehicles there to 
help us shuttle back and forth. This is the same 
starting place as the Slave Canal route, but ends in a 
very different place. 

If you have your own canoe or kayak, that's 
great! But if you don't and want to participate, let 
us know and we might be able to provide one. 

My regular boating adventure friend Tim and 
I have only done this route once, but Roger went 
with us that day and we all agreed that it was a 
good candidate for "Best adventure ever," and we 
want to share it with you! 

mailto:johnwpfund%40aol.com?subject=Rogers%20Run%20Paddle
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Regional Reports
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Far West Meeting Report 
The May 23 meeting, Blacksmithing and BBQ, at Timber 

Creek Distillery had a fantastic turnout. Over 85 people had 
pre-purchased tickets to the event, and we must have seen 
over 100 people come under the tent to see what was hap-
pening at the forge. We had 2 new members join FABA that 
day and we expect others to follow. Two people joined us at 
the forge to make railroad spike knives. Danny was able to 
sell some of his candle holders, and Christopher sold some 
hooks. All told the event was a great success. 

Cam and Aaron are looking to host us again on Novem-
ber 7th  for our annual regional forging competition. We 
have not decided on the competition project, but we have 
decided that people must sign up for the event so we will 
have enough equipment available. 

 Far West Meeting Schedule 
All Far West meetings start at 9 AM with set up followed 

by a short business meeting and a demonstration using the 
FABA Journeyman standards or the ABANA Level I curric-
ulum. Lunch will be available. Meetings end when we get 
too hot, too cold, too tired or it gets too dark.

On June 27, the Far West will return to Traditions Work-
shop to focus on our regional group project. Traditions 
Workshop is located at 418 Green Acres Rd., Fort Walton 
Beach, FL.

July 25th will find us under the cool of the pecan trees at 
John Butler’s farm, a great time to work on your gift ex-
change project – something that twists and turns. 

August 22nd and (NEW DATE) September 12th will be 
at Traditions again so we can finalize our group project. We 
have added a meeting on October 10th so we can pack the 
trailer for FABA CON 2026. 

We do plan to hold a lessons-learned meeting on Octo-
ber 31th (NEW DATE) so we can also unpack the trailer 
and swap stories about the conference. 

Plus, we need to reset the trailer for our last meeting 
of the year which will be on November 7th. We are going 
back to Timber Creek for our regional forging competition, 
project to be announced sometime this summer. Hope to 
see you there for some whiskey, pizza and an opportunity to 
win braggin’ rights for another year

After our Christmas break, we plan to reengage at Tradi-
tions Workshop for our meetings on January 23 and Feb-
ruary 27. This will allow us to seek shelter if either of those 
days are bitter (that only happens once in a blue moon, but 
then it did snow in our part of Florida last year). 

Regional Reports

March 27 will once again be our fundraising knife class 
at John Butler’s Family Farm. Maybe something different 
in 2027, like a friction folder out of a horse shoe and a file? 
Stick with us and see what happens.
— David Sandlin, FABA President
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Regional Reports
SE Region Meeting Report

The June meeting was a hot day on the farm. Members 
worked on their journeymen requirements hoping to finish 
before the conference. Work is also being done to complete 
the Region's Conference Challenge. People completed work 
started last meeting. 

The Southeast Region meets on the third Saturday at The 
Farm, 1566 S. Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL. Just turn 
off Military Trail at the pole painted red, white and blue, 
and follow your GPS or Google maps.  

Get more info on the FABA SE Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/groups/603288803747002

— Gary Becker, SE Region member

http://www.facebook.com/groups/603288803747002
http://www.facebook.com/groups/603288803747002
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Central NE Meeting Report
Central NE Region met June 6th at Kirk Sullens’ 

home shop in Eustis, FL. 
Please check the FABA NE Facebook page for info:  

facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/  
or email William Thornton at knifegsx@yahoo.com. 

— William Thornton, Central NE Coordinator

SW Region Meeting Report 
Because of heat advisories and vacations, there was no 

SW Region meeting in June. Please stay tuned for July.  
Check www.facebook.com/groups/ 228279738123674, or 
email treznokomisforge@gmail.com for updates. 

Also, the Southwest Region is actively looking for a re-
gional coordinator. Please contact Trez for information. 

— Trez Cole, SW Region Trustee

North NE Meeting, July 11
There was no June meeting for the North NE Region. 

The July meeting will be July 11 at Iron Osprey Forge, 
102 Marshall Cir, St. Augustine, FL 32086.    

— Doug Hayes, North NE Coordinator

Greater Orlando Meeting Report
 The Greater Orlando Region met June 13 at Under-

Ground Metal Works. The region is now on summer break. 
For more information and to confirm meetings, contact 
John Hare at 802-373-1190 or legacy.john.hare@gmail.com. 

— John Hare, Orlando Regional Coordinator

Regional Reports

AlaForge.org/afc-fall-conference.html

Gainesville Region Schedule
 The Gainesville Region is finally starting to have 

regular meetings again, thanks to Jacob Underhill!  Our 
next two meetings will be on July 18th and August 15th 
at Jacob’s shop in Starke. The address is 6112 NW CR 
233, Starke, FL.

These meetings will largely be open forges.  Bring 
your own lunch if you like. The meetings start at 9 a.m.

  For information and to confirm meetings, contact 
Jordan Borstelmann at crookedpathforge@gmail.com. 

— Jordan Borstelmann, 
Gainesville Regional Coordinator

http://facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/
mailto:knifegsx%40yahoo.com?subject=FABA%20Central%20NE%20question
https://www.facebook.com/groups/228279738123674
mailto:legacy.john.hare%40gmail.com?subject=Greater%20Orlando%20FABA
http://AlaForge.org/afc-fall-conference.html
mailto:crookedpathforge%40gmail.com?subject=FABA%20meeting%20inquiry
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Follow ABANA here:

The Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to
preserving, promoting, and sharing technical skills and design excellence in the blacksmith community.

We offer educational workshops, technical and art publications, grants, awards, conferences, and exhibitions
honoring the metal and forging arts.

The Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to
preserving, promoting, and sharing technical skills and design excellence in the blacksmith community.

We offer educational workshops, technical and art publications, grants, awards, conferences, and exhibitions
honoring the metal and forging arts.

On view through July 1, 2026,
at abana.org

Early Registration Ends July 31, 2026

Join us in Bentonville,
Arkansas for the 

2026 ABANA Conference.
Forging, fun, food, and more!

June 2026
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Announcements

DAMASCUS SPONSORS 
David Sandlin - Traditions Workshop - Ft. Walton Beach, FL
Jake Pytlik - Warehouse Services Inc. - Naples, FL
Doug Hayes - Iron Osprey Forge - St. Augustine, FL
Benchmark Abrasives - Flagstaff, AZ

STEEL SPONSORS
Greg Hagen - Holland Anvils - Holland, MI
John Elliot - Blacksmith Supply - Chester, VA
Michael Oliver - Turn and Burn Metalworks - Lakeland, FL
Mission San Luis - Tallahassee, FL

Support our FABA business members
IRON SPONSORS  
Scott Brown - Medieval Smith - Land O' Lakes, FL
Jordan Borstelmann - Crooked Path Forge - Gainesville, FL
Rick Smith - Gainesville, FL 
Nicole Horenstein - High Springs, FL 
Mark Fillmore - Naples, FL
Cameron LaFrance - Micco, FL

Interested in being a FABA sponsor or expanding your sponsor listing? 
Contact FABA President David Sandlin at President@blacksmithing.org 
and include your business name, tag line, and contact information.

FABA equipment upgrade: SALE
During a Black Friday special, Home Depot had VEVOR 

brand 2x72” sanders for sale with all the accessories. The 
board decided to move on this opportunity, and I pur-
chased them using my military discount (another 10% off). 

We now have 3 fully functional 2x72 machines, making 
the 3 green 2x72 machines redundant. The green machines 
will be for sale at conference so you can “try before you 
buy.” Prices will range from $300 to $500 depending on the 
quality of the machine.

Demonstrator Smiths Wanted
I have had a great time blacksmithing in Florida and 

attending two of our phenomenal conferences. Alas, 
I'm moving across the country to Washington State.

This opens up some demonstration opportunities. 
For the past few years, I have demonstrated at the Lake 
Wales Pioneer Days. This fall they will need someone 
new. The event is Saturday and Sunday October 24-25. 
Please contact Bart Delcamp: bartdelcamp@gmail.com.

I also just learned that Zolfo Springs has Pioneer 
Days this fall on November 6-7 and they are looking for 
a blacksmith. Visit www.floridapioneerfestival.com.

I had such a great time at our conference that I might 
even fly back next year to attend. Yours in iron, Paul

— Paul Wiedorn

Board Wanted 
FABA needs you to join the 
FABA Board of Directors for 
2027! 
We are seeking officers for the 
following positions:
•	 Treasurer 
•	 Clinker Breaker Editor
•	 Program Chairperson
•	 SE Trustee
•	 NE Trustee 
If you would like to be a candidate in the upcoming elec-
tion, please email me with your intention to run and which 
office you wish to run for at secretary@blacksmithing.org
To give us adequate time to create ballots and get them sent 
out, we ask that you notify us of your intent to run for an 
office by JULY 7, 2026.

— Tia Kitchen, Secretary

mailto:President%40blacksmithing.org?subject=FABA%20Sponsorship
mailto:secretary%40blacksmithing.org?subject=FABA%20Board%20Inquiry
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FABA Scholarships

This scholarship was established to honor the mem-
ory of Walt Anderson, one of our charter members. Its 
purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing, and any 
FABA member who has been in good standing for at 
least one year qualifies to apply. The $1,000 award may 
be divided evenly amongst multiple winners. If a single 
winner, the award is limited to the actual cost or $1,000, 
whichever is lesser. It may be used for materials, tui-
tion, lodging and transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 
cents per mile or the actual cost of public transportation, 
whichever is lesser).

A letter of application or a detailed email may be 
submitted provided the applicant answers the following 
questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number?

2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you 
have?

3. How will this instruction help you with your black-
smithing craft?

4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?

5. What is the name of the course and the name of the 
instructor teaching the class?

6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, trans-
portation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Walt Anderson Scholarship, 
the applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of 
learned skills during a regular FABA meeting, and to 
write an article concerning the learning experience, in-
cluding a “how-to” portion, for publication in the Clinker 
Breaker within 6 months of completing the class.

The next item is not required but strongly suggested: 
An item should be made with the new knowledge and 
offered for auction at the Annual Conference.

Completed letters of application or emails should be 
sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 
777 Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or  
jgbutler@sprintmail.com.

Deadline for receipt is June 30, 2025. Three finalists 
will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the 
Board shall be final, and the successful applicant(s) will 
be notified after the vote. The scholarship amount of 
$1000 may be split evenly amongst multiple candidates if 
deemed so by the FABA Board of Directors.

Walt Anderson Scholarship deadline June 30

 FABA Veterans Scholarship
The FABA Veterans' Scholarship Fund was established to help veterans to experience the world of blacksmithing. The 

intent is to assist veterans to get started in the craft with an experienced teacher to provide a guiding hand at the start of 
the journey, maximizing their learning experience. As such, it is not intended for those with intermediate or advanced 
skills to hone their craft – rather to assist beginners to learn the basics or to advance to some intermediate skills. First pri-
ority will be given to first-time students or early beginner level classes, and then to intermediate level courses.

1.	 Recipients must be veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces (Navy, Air Force, Army, Marines, Coast Guard, Space Force). 
Individuals must be able to provide proof of current service or honorable discharge with active duty ID or DD214.

2.	 Scholarship will reimburse 80% of a blacksmithing class/course(s) registration fee up to $100 upon completion of 
the course, whichever is less. (for example, if the course(s) cost $135, 80% of that is $108, so the awardee would 
receive $100; if the course(s) cost is $95 then the awardee would receive $76). Formula for determining award: Reg-
istration fee(s) $_______ X 0.80 = _______ TOTAL (awardee would receive $100 or less of total course registration 
costs).

3.	 The coursework must be considered to be directly related to blacksmithing (not welding/fabrication). The FABA 
Scholarship Committee reserves the right to determine which coursework is appropriate during the review process.

Get full scholarship and application information at www.blacksmithing.org/scholarships

http://www.blacksmithing.org/scholarships


	 President	  		  David Sandlin			   president@blacksmithing.org
	 Vice President			   Lisa Anne Conner		  vicepres@blacksmithing.org
	 Treasurer			   Dawn Fortenberry		  treasurer@blacksmithing.org
	 Secretary			   Tia Kitchen			   secretary@blacksmithing.org
	 Past President			   Mark Stone	  		  markham62@comcast.net
	 Trustee NW			   Craig Hines			   whisperingpinesforge@gmail.com
	 Trustee NE			   Ben Thompson			   thompsoncrafted@gmail.com
	 Trustee SE			   Steve Silvers			   SEtrustee@blacksmithing.org
	 Trustee SW			   Trez Cole			   treznokomisforge@gmail.com
	 Editor				    Jennifer Jhon			   editor@blacksmithing.org
	 Program Chair			   Lisa Anne Conner		  FABAprogramcoordinator@gmail.com	
	 WebMaster			   TBA				    webmaster@blacksmithing.org 

July 2026

FABA Officers

FABA Membership Application: Membership begins when your application and $30 membership fee is received. 
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via WIX by going to 
www.blacksmithing.org and clicking the JOIN FABA button to access the Square payment system. 
OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $30 to FABA's temporary Membership Secretary at:   
NAME 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
ADDRESS                                                                                           CITY                                   ZIP
PHONE                                                  CELL                                                   EMAIL
DATE                                  NEW           RENEWAL              I want B&W Newsletter by mail (quarterly)           OR Color Newsletter by Email

FABA Membership Secretary, 
C/O Fortenberry
1078A Four Forks Rd. 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
David Sandlin, President
114 Choctaw Cove
Valparaiso, FL 32580
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