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FABA has eight regions, and regular meetings are held in each region on the following Saturdays of each 
month: 1st Saturday—Central NE / 2nd Saturday—NW / 3rd Saturday—SE, Greater Orlando & Gainesville /  
4th Saturday—Far West & SW.   
The NNE meetings will be the 2nd or 3rd Saturdays (depending on the month).
The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can!
The dates may vary, so check the schedule noted in the Regional Reports or on Facebook, or contact the 
Regional Coordinator. 
Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a 
meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not other-
wise noted. If you have any questions about events, please check the region's Facebook page or contact the Regional Coordinators:

Greater Orlando Region  John Hare  802-373-1190  legacy.john.hare@gmail.com
Gainesville Region  Jordan Borstelmann  352-727-8260  crookedpathforge@gmail.com
Central Northeast Region  William Thornton  386-916-6117  knifegsx@yahoo.com
North Northeast Region  Doug Hayes  910-330-7601  djhayes29@hotmail.com
Northwest Region  John Pfund  850-528-3280  johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region  Peter Hill  651-635-6022  blazeblades561@gmail.com
Southwest Region  Antony Fenn  617-320-4781  antony.fenn@gmail.com
Far West Region  Christopher Sandlin  850-865-9596  Chris@traditionsworkshop.com

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is 
a nonprofit organization chartered with the state of Florida that is 
dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of architectural, 
artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage 
of this craft. 
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or liability for 
injuries or damage caused as a result of the use of any information, 
materials, design, techniques, etc., contained in this newsletter; 
our website, www.blacksmithing.org; our Facebook Page at www.
facebook.com/FloridaBlacksmiths; any of our regional Facebook 
pages; or provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent provided 
by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly and 
FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence 
and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send 
to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials submitted must be your own 
work, and citations of others must be clearly identified. By submitting 
materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to 
FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-
copyrighted material, if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. 
You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material 
unless otherwise noted.
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION#: CH38635 EXPIRATION: May 13, 2025 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435- 7352) WITHIN THE STATE. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.   
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Our 40th anniversary conference is finally here! You 
can hardly imagine how much effort goes into creating this 
event. Organizing the classes and instructors, finding new 
classes, finding demonstrators, coordinating with the hotel, 
arranging for coal, propane, steel, meals, chairs, creature 
comforts, tee-shirts… l the list goes 
on. Even before the conference starts 
hundreds of hours have been invested. 
I (We) cannot thank our team of 
volunteers enough for all they have 
done so far and will continue to do 
when we are on the field.

In the last few issues of the Clinker 
Breaker, I’ve talked the blacksmith and 
metal working classes that are being  
offered. The schedule has continued to  
evolve and more classes have been 
added. Unique to this conference is the number of “family 
friendly” classes that we are offering: several hot work glass 
classes (glass can be a great compliment to your blacksmith 
projects), baskets (great for holding small tools), make a 
crossbow (exciting!), dream catchers (don’t left another 
dream get away), whip braiding (step aside Indy, we’ve got 
this), leather sheath crafting (got to have a place to put that 
knife you made in Peter Hill’s class), how to wrap paracord 
(to make a comfortable knife handle) and making chain 
maille (to protect yourself from “that other guy”). All told 
there are 38 classes available. Plus our two demonstrators.

If you have not made time to check out the 
demonstrators here is a quick thumbnail sketch:

Chris Maybury and Elmer 
Roush will be demonstrating 
how they craft a colonial 
hatchet. Chris makes tools in 
a traditional way, including 
those tools used by his Viking 
ancestors. Elmer Roush, has 
demonstrated for us before 
and we know him as an 
expert in Viking age tools and 
axes. He has been forging, 
and teaching, No photo 
description available.for over 
50 years. There is much to be 
learned from this team.

President’s Message

FABA voting & convention news 

David Sandlin
FABA President

 

Eric Velleca 
of Velleca Metal 
Design does a LOT 
of architectural 
work, combining 
blacksmithing 
and fabrication to 
achieve fantastic 
results. He and 
his team will be 
demonstrating for 
us a project that he is taking further south to be installed 
in a home here in the state. Along with demonstrating 
techniques Eric will spend some time talking about the 
business of professional blacksmithing.

Finally, Jordan Borstelmann will be doing a presentation 
on making a falchion, giving us some insights about the 
very in-depth class he took earlier this year.

Yes, there is a whole lot going on.
I was recently asked, “what is your favorite thing 

about conference?” I had to stop and think hard on that 
one. I invest a lot of effort into our organization and our 
conference is the pinnacle of that effort every year. 

So, why do this? Personally, I learn a lot from classes, 
watching and listening to all the great people we have in our 
association who teach. But my attraction is certainly a lot 
more than just an education. I enjoy seeing the gallery and 
admiring all the fantastic projects you all make. But I can 
take a sight-seeing trip on Pinterest so that’s not “it” either. 
There is the allure of living history: You can get a lot from a 
book but actually witnessing someone make something you 
only read about is illuminating, but YouTube can provide 
that too. So, what is it that keeps me coming back? I’ve only 
described the parts of our conference but not the soul. 

To make the whole picture of our conference and the 
thing that keeps me coming back I have to conclude; it is 
you. You, the hundreds of individuals that attend FABA 
CON every year are the reason I enjoy the conference. I 
love your stories, the bits and pieces that make up life. The 
excitement you exhibit when you have made something 
new and are willing to share that information with all of 
us. The comraderie that comes from our team, all working 
together to use an ancient craft to make the world a 
little better. I really look forward to seeing each of you at 
conference this year! See you soon. 

— David Sandlin, President
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Celebrating 40 years
FABA Con 40 at the Gateway Grand in Gainesville is 

swiftly approaching! If you have not been to the website 
(www.blacksmithing.org), please check back in. Classes 
and demonstrators have been updated, and you'll want to 
register as soon as possible to secure your class spots!

We have quite a range of classes and demonstrations this 
year, and we hope you join us to explore the opportunities 
and challenges! 

As I write this column, the news is full of stories 
remembering last year at this time, and the devastating 
hurricanes that impacted so many of us.  I hope that this 
season continues to treat us kindly, and that all of you 
remain safe. 

As part of your clean-up and reassessment after last 
year, do you by any chance have that one pile of stuff that 
you keep thinking you will do something with?  Donate 
it!  We will have an entire tent area for the Iron in the Hat 
Raffle, and as the saying goes, “One man’s trash is another's 
treasure.”  Handmade items are especially prized and would 
be welcomed as contributions to either the Auction or to 
the Silent Auction. 

One of our annual conference traditions is the 
Ringing of the Anvil, in commemoration of those 
artists and craftspeople who have passed away.  We also 
have a Memorial table, where we try to have pictures 
and remembrances of the departed.  If you are aware 
of someone who has passed during this year, please let 
Jennifer Jhon know so that she can include a notice in the 
Clinker Breaker (editor@blacksmithing.org), and please 
consider sharing your memories and photos at conference. 

On a personal note, I am greatly looking forward to 
our conference! The past 15 months have been a crazy 
whirlwind for me, and I have not had the opportunity to 
catch up with many of you.  I cannot wait to see you all and 
to hear what is new in your lives.  So, let’s greet mentors 
and legends, share a hug, tell a story, hoist a toast, and make 
new friends! See you soon! 

Register for Classes
Looking for the class registration link? Check your 

email! The email titled “Thanks for registering! Here are 
your tickets” includes the link to conference classes that 
must be used to register for the individual classes.

You can also get a look at the conference schedule and 
pre-register for bituminous coal for pickup at conference 
only at https://www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon

— Lisa Anne Conner, Vice President

FABACON 2025

http://www.blacksmithing.org
mailto:editor%40blacksmithing.org?subject=FABA%20memorial
https://www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon
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FABACON 2025
 

FABACON Schedule
A quick thumbnail review of our current class listings:

Friday AM: 
Blacksmithing 1 (introductions)
Blacksmithing 2 (rivets, making garden tools)
Dragon bracelets with Christopher Sandlin
Viking Era lock with David Sandlin
Family program: Napkin Basket Making
Family program: Glass & Fire 101-Intro to Beadmaking

Friday PM: 
Blacksmithing 1 (introduction)
Copper Roses & Critters
Friction Folding Knife with LeRoi Price
Making Tongs for your Toolbox
Pendants & Things with Ben Thompson
Crossbow Class
Family program: Bags to Baskets with Shiloh Thomas 
Family program: Dream Catchers
Family program: Reed Basket Making 
Family program: Whip Braiding
Family program: Glass & Fire 101-Intro to Beadmaking

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM: Forging Competition 
Saturday AM: 
ABANA National Curriculum Level I (8 hours)
Knife Making with Peter Hill (8 hours)
Copper Bracelets & Bangles
Forge Welding
Leather Knife Sheath Making (8 hours)
Hammer Swing Ergonomics
Treadle Hammer Workshop with Kirk Sullens
Family program: Glass Animals & More Beadmaking

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM: Iron in the Hat
Saturday PM: 
ABANA National Curriculum Level I (continued)
Knife Making with Peter Hill (continued)
Leather Knife Sheath Making (continued)
Heat Treating
Projects with Nails
Treadle Hammer Workshop with Kirk Sullens 
Paracord Handles & Blade Embellishment  
Sword Presentation by Jordan Borstelmann
Family program: Ribbon Flowers with Shiloh Thomas
Family program: Bubbles in Design Beadmaking
Family program: Dream Catchers

Sunday AM: 
Blacksmithing 2 (rivets, making garden tools)
Forge Welding
Making Your Own Tongs for your Toolbox
How to Repair a Broken Heart with David Sandlin 
	 (white smithing, working brass)
Family program: Glass & Fire 101-Intro to Beadmaking
Family program: Intro to Chain Maille
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FABACON 2025

SW Region Meeting Report 
We had 14 attendees at our August meeting at my work-

shop FishnChips Forge in Sarasota. We held the meeting 
in early September as late August conflicted with too many 
vacations.  

It was another hot and humid forging morning, but we 
made excellent progress on our cross project with work 
done on tasks I set for the day. We worked on drawing out 
the bracket which will wrap around and hold a stained-
glass center piece, and forged the tulips on the main cross 
arms. Then I demoed how to make collars which we will 
use at the next meeting. 

About lunchtime the heat and humidity became unbear-
able, and it was a good time to stop, eat, and catch up on 
everybody’s news. We will be focused on assembly and final 
cleanup at our next meeting.  

Thank you to Jerry Wolfe and Jan Much for the photos. 
Thank you to all who attended and who contributed to 

lunch. 

— Tony Fenn, SW Region Coordinator

SW Region Meeting Schedule
 Please check our FABA SW Facebook page for more 

info at www.facebook.com/groups/228279738123674, or 
contact antony.fenn@gmail.com. Thank you!

— Tony Fenn, SW Region Coordinator

https://www.facebook.com/groups/228279738123674
mailto:antony.fenn%40gmail.com?subject=SW%20Region%20FABA
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Far West Meeting Schedule
We are not planning another meeting in October but we 

do plan to meet for our now-annual forging competition 
held at Timber Creek on November 8th. The competition is 
early this year because we plan to be off Viking the next two 
weekends in November, then Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

January 24, 2026 and February 28, 2026 meetings will be 
held at Traditions Workshop. We hope to have the BIG barn 
built on Christopher’s property by then, so look for a new 
address as things progress.

For any meeting where we do not have a specific proj-
ect or objective expect us to cover the FABA journeyman 
standards or parts of the ABANA National Curriculum as 
the year progresses.
— David and Christopher Sandlin, Far West 

Project Reports

Greater Orlando's Summer Break
 Orlando is taking a break from the heat of the summer 

and will stay on sabbatical through the holidays. Meetings 
will resume in January at UnderGround Metal Works, 660 
W Kennedy Blvd Suite A, Orlando, FL 32810 FL. 

For information, contact John Hare at 802-373-1190 or 
legacy.john.hare@gmail.com. 
— John Hare, Orlando Regional Coordinator

Central NE Region Report
We had a excellent August meeting where we 

worked on our group project for conference and are 
close to finishing it. We will have one more meeting 
before conference on Saturday, Oct. 4th, at Barber-
ville Pioneer Settlement, where we will finish our 
piece.  

Central NE Region Meeting, 
Oct. 4

Where: Barberville Pioneer Settlement, 1776 
Lightfoot Lane, Pierson FL, 32180

When: Oct. 4, 9 am - 4 pm
We will continue to work on our group proj-

ect. The meeting will start at 9 am and lunch 
will be provided. Please check the FABA NE 
Facebook page for more info at facebook.com/
groups/381431599058683/, or contact William 
Thornton at knifegsx@yahoo.com. Thank you!

— William Thornton,  
Central NE Coordinator

DAMASCUS SPONSORS 
David Sandlin - Traditions Workshop - Ft. Walton Beach, FL
Jake Pytlik - Warehouse Services Inc. - Naples, FL
Doug Hayes - Iron Osprey Forge - St. Augustine, FL
Benchmark Abrasives - Flagstaff, AZ

STEEL SPONSORS
Greg Hagen - Holland Anvils - Holland, MI
John Elliot - Blacksmith Supply - Chester, VA
Michael Oliver - Turn and Burn Metalworks - Lakeland, FL
Mission San Luis - Tallahassee, FL

Support our FABA business members

IRON SPONSORS  
Scott Brown - Medieval Smith - Land O' Lakes, FL
Jordan Borstelmann - Crooked Path Forge - Gainesville, FL
Rick Smith - Gainesville, FL 
Nicole Horenstein - High Springs, FL 
Mark Fillmore - Naples, FL
Cameron LaFrance - Micco, FL

Interested in being a FABA sponsor or expanding your sponsor listing? 
Contact FABA President David Sandlin at President@blacksmithing.org 
and include your business name, tag line, and contact information.

mailto:legacy.john.hare%40gmail.com?subject=Greater%20Orlando%20FABA
http://facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/
http://facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/
mailto:knifegsx%40yahoo.com?subject=FABA%20Central%20NE%20question
mailto:President%40blacksmithing.org?subject=FABA%20Sponsorship
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NW Region Meeting Report
 Hello everyone and greetings from the Northwest 

Region. Our September meeting was held at the Panhandle 
Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown. We had 30 people sign 
in. We used the gym instead of the log cabin for our meal; 
other than that everything went according to plan. 

We filled up the blacksmith shop with people using the 
forges and anvils, and others filled up the space in between 
with conversation and camaraderie. 

I had asked for people to make tongs and put them in 
the raffle. At least one person did, thank you, Craig! 

Everyone enjoyed the spaghetti we had for lunch. Suzy 
had made the sauce the day before and Pat helped us get 
the pasta cooked and served to the group. Ken and Bruce 
provided a deluxe salad and lots of others brought sides and 
desserts. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the meeting, in-
cluding showing up and having a good time. 

We're not going to have an October meeting as it would 
be in direct conflict with the conference. But we still have a 
lot going on! 

The Fall season at Aunt Louise's Farm starts on the first 
weekend in October and runs through the second weekend 
in November. That last weekend at Aunt Louise's Farm will 
be our November meeting. I'll write more about it in the 
next month's Clinker Breaker. 

In the meantime, every weekend in October and the first 
two in November, we will be set up at Aunt Louise's Farm 
for open forges-type blacksmithing. Aunt Louise's Farm is 
open 10am to 6pm on Saturdays and 2-6 pm on Sundays. 

The equipment stays set up for the whole 6-weekend 
season and everyone is invited to come and participate as 
much they like. We provide the equipment and materials 
and  lessons if you want them. Aunt Louise's even treats us 
to food and drinks while we are there. 

This is such a good situation, I'm surprised we don't get 
more participation from the group. Maybe this year we will! 

Speaking of a good situation, I'd like to remind everyone 
of the "Open Forges" we currently have going in our North-
west region. 

Mike Bettinger is hosting open forges at his welding 
shop on Monday and Friday mornings. Sometimes they 
don't, though, because of doctor appointments and such, so 
people wanting to participate should contact Mike at 850-
508-3592 to get on the notification list. 

I haven't been to Mike's for open forges, but I hear they 
mostly do bladesmithing and often go out for lunch. 

Regional Reports

North NE Meeting Schedule
October be a busy month finishing up the project, 

with meetings earlier in the month.  The NNE meet-
ing will be on Oct. 4th (same day as the Barberville 
meeting) and there will also be a catch-up workday on 
Sunday, Oct. 5th.   

Conference is the following week and we'll get to 
see our friends from across the state.   

Please check our FABA NE Facebook page for more 
info at facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/, or 
contact djhayes29@hotmail.com. Thank you!

— Doug Hayes, NNE Region Coordinator

Jim Labolito is still hosting open forges on Mondays 
from 7pm to 9pm. Jim says anyone is welcome and every-
thing is provided. His phone number is 850-567-6464. 

Roger Bell (850-566-4629) is still hosting open forges 
at his house on Tuesday mornings. We usually get there 
between 8 and 9 a.m. and stay until noon or so. Sometimes 
we have lunch at Roger's. 

The fourth and final place we have open forges is with 
Jeff Mohr in Crawfordville. Jeff has been hosting open 
forges since before he moved to Florida. It's always been 
on Wednesday evening, but we also tried some Thursday 
mornings, too. We're kind of shutting it down now as Jeff 
still travels to shows, and others (like me) often have a hard 
time making it there. 

We're back to teaching classes at the Panhandle Pioneer 
Settlement on first and third Saturdays of every month until 
the weather gets too hot again in May. These classes at Pan-
handle Pioneer Settlement are a good opportunity for club 
members to participate on many levels. 

Less than a week until we have our yearly conference in 
Gainesville. I'm starting to get ready for it and I hope to see 
you there. 

 — John Pfund, NW Region Coordinator 

http://facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/
mailto:djhayes29%40hotmail.com?subject=FABA%20NNE
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Regional Reports

SE Region Report
It’s finally getting a little cooler on the farm. Another 

new face came to check out what FABA is all about. We fin-
ished projects from last meeting. Everyone is excited about 
the upcoming conference. Looking forward to seeing all the 
great things that are happening this year. 

The SE Region meets every third Saturday of the month 
at The Farm, 1566 S. Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL. 
Just turn off Military at the pole painted red, white and 
blue, and follow your GPS or Google maps. It should get 
you there! 

Get more info on the FABA SE Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/groups/603288803747002
— Gary Becker, member

http://www.facebook.com/groups/603288803747002
http://www.facebook.com/groups/603288803747002
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Project Report
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Reprinted from the ABANA Hammer's Blow, Fall 2025 Issue
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 FABA Veterans Scholarship Fund Application
The FABA Veterans' Scholarship Fund was established to help veterans to experience the world of blacksmithing. The 

intent is to assist veterans to get started in the craft with an experienced teacher to provide a guiding hand at the start of 
the journey, maximizing their learning experience. As such, it is not intended for those with intermediate or advanced 
skills to hone their craft – rather to assist beginners to learn the basics or to advance to some intermediate skills. First pri-
ority will be given to first-time students or early beginner level classes, and then to intermediate level courses.

1.	 Recipients must be veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces (Navy, Air Force, Army, Marines, Coast Guard, Space Force). 
a. Individuals must be able to provide proof of current service or honorable discharge with active duty ID or 
DD214.

2.	 Scholarship will reimburse 80% of a blacksmithing class/course(s) registration fee up to $100 upon completion of 
the course, whichever is less. The coursework must be considered to be directly related to blacksmithing (not weld-
ing/fabrication). The FABA Scholarship Committee (defined in article 12 below) reserves the right to determine 
which coursework is appropriate during the review process.

3.	 Awardees will be notified via email and USPS the status of their application approximately two weeks after the com-
mittee meets.

Get full scholarship and application information at www.blacksmithing.org/scholarships

FABA Scholarships

This scholarship was established to honor the memory 
of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose 
is to further the craft of blacksmithing, and any FABA 
member who has been in good standing for at least one 
year qualifies to apply. The $1,000 award may be divided 
evenly amongst multiple winners. If a single winner, the 
award is limited to the actual cost or $1,000, whichever 
is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging 
and transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile 
or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is 
lesser).

A letter of application or a detailed email may be 
submitted provided the applicant answers the following 
questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number?

2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you 
have?

3. How will this instruction help you with your black-
smithing craft?

4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?

5. What is the name of the course and the name of the 
instructor teaching the class?

6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, trans-
portation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship, the 
applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of learned 
skills during a regular FABA meeting, and to write an 
article concerning the learning experience, including a 
“how-to” portion, for publication in the Clinker Breaker 
within 6 months of completing the class.

The next item is not required but strongly suggested: 
An item should be made with the new knowledge and 
offered for auction at the Annual Conference.

Completed letters of application or emails should be 
sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 
777 Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or  
jgbutler@sprintmail.com.

Deadline for receipt is Dec. 31, 2025. Three finalists 
will be recommended to the Board. The decision of the 
Board shall be final, and the successful applicant(s) will 
be notified after the vote. The scholarship amount of 
$1000 may be split evenly amongst multiple candidates if 
deemed so by the FABA Board of Directors.

Jerry Grice Scholarship deadline: Dec. 31

http://www.blacksmithing.org/scholarships
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FABA Officers

FABA Membership Application: Membership begins when your application and $30 membership fee is received. 
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via WIX by going to 
www.blacksmithing.org and clicking the JOIN FABA button to access the Square payment system. 
OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $30 to FABA's temporary Membership Secretary at:   
NAME 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
ADDRESS                                                                                           CITY                                   ZIP
PHONE                                                  CELL                                                   EMAIL
DATE                                  NEW           RENEWAL              I want B&W Newsletter by mail (quarterly)           OR Color Newsletter by Email

FABA Membership Secretary, 
C/O Sandlin
114 Choctaw Cove
Valparaiso, FL 32580

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
David Sandlin, President
114 Choctaw Cove
Valparaiso, FL 32580
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