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CHAIRMAN'S «

CHALLENGE !

SKYLINES

Theme: Skylines

Rules: Three or more members must contribute
to the piece; open to regions or sub-regions

Judged on: adherence to the theme;
techniques used; quality of work; number of
contributors

Winners receive bragging rights and get to pick
the 2026 theme.
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Conference Registration is Open!

www.blacksmithing.org
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE

How it works: Bring an item to place in the gallery.

Gallery visitors “vote” on their favorite throughout

the conference. Make sure you get your piece their
on Friday so more people can see it.

The winner of the people’s choice is awarded
$75.00.
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FABA C2N 2025
EXCHANGE ITEM

SOMETHING THAT °PENS
Theme: Something that OPENS
How it works: Bring a pre-made item to the conference
who brought something draws a name and gets to take
home the piece that person made.
The theme this year is broad. Think about all of the

things that open - locks, boxes, folding knives, lanterns,
doors, tongs wings, etc.
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that represents the theme. At the banquet, each person |
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Regional Events & Information

4th Saturday—Far West & SW.

Regional Coordinator.

The NNE meetings will be the 2nd or 3rd Saturdays (depending on the month).
The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can!
The dates may vary, so check the schedule noted in the Regional Reports or on Facebook, or contact the

FABA has eight regions, and regular meetings are held in each region on the following Saturdays of each
month: 1st Saturday—Central NE / 2nd Saturday—NW / 3rd Saturday—SE, Greater Orlando & Gainesville /

Our meefings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a
meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and you'll want to bring a bag lunch if not other-
wise noted. If you have any questions about events, please check the region's Facebook page or contact the Regional Coordinators:

Greater Orlando Region John Hare 802-373-1190 legacy.john.hare@gmail.com
Gainesville Region Jordan Borstelmann 352-727-8260 crookedpathforge@gmail.com
Central Northeast Region William Thornton 386-916-6117 knifegsx@yahoo.com

North Northeast Region Doug Hayes 910-330-7601 dihayes29@hotmail.com
Northwest Region John Pfund 850-528-3280 johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region Peter Hill 651-635-6022 blazeblades561@gmail.com
Southwest Region Antony Fenn 617-320-4781 antony.fenn@gmail.com

Far West Region Christopher Sandlin 850-865-9596 Chris@traditionsworkshop.com

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is

a nonprofit organization chartered with the state of Florida that is
dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of architectural,
artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage
of this craft.

FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or liability for
injuries or damage caused as a result of the use of any information,
materials, design, techniques, etc., contained in this newsletter;

our website, www.blacksmithing.org; our Facebook Page at www.
facebook.com/FloridaBlacksmiths; any of our regional Facebook
pages; or provided at meetings or demonstrations.

Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent provided
by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly and
FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence
and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send
to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials submitted must be your own
work, and citations of others must be clearly identified. By submitting
materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to
FABA'’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-
copyrighted material, if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.
You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material
unless otherwise noted.

FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION#: CH38635 EXPIRATION: May 13, 2025
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435- 7352) WITHIN THE STATE.

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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President’s Message

Lessons From FABA Travels

The weekend of June 28th was a unique opportunity for
me. I joined FABA SE Trustee Steve Silvers and Secretary
Tia Kitchen at
Quartermaster Kirk
Sullens” workshop
for a Forge building
event. We worked
diligently throughout
the day cleaning and
preparing materials
so Kirk could weld up
five new forges. One
forge was brought to
completion and the
other four are now
in the pipeline. Great
work team!

Everyone will
have an opportunity
to see the fruits of
this effort at our
annual convention
October 10, 11, 12 in
Gainesville at the Best

Western Gateway Grand. T el 4y

By the way - by the time you get
this newsletter you will be able to use
our www.blacksmithing.org website to
reserve your hotel, register for the
event and sign up for classes. Even
after you sign up, you will want to &
check back on the website as we are Dui 4an |in
continuing to add classes. FABA President

This year at our convention we are

awarding 50 lunch tickets to the first 50 people signed

up. This offer includes signing up your family members.
Speaking of signing up family members we have reduced
the cost for signing them up to only $5 per member and
their pass lasts for as long as you have your pass (1, 2, or 3
day). We have also reduced the cost of the banquette to $25
a plate and have added tables to accommodate over 150
people in the ballroom. There are fast food places where
you can’t get a meal for that kind of money. What a deal!

But I digress, there is more information about the
conference in the Program Chair’s section of the newsletter
and on our website.

Back to how I started this column, the weekend of the

CLINKER BREAKER

28th was a buzz of activity; it actually started for me on
Friday the 27th. It is a fairly long drive to Kirk’s workshop/
farm from the panhandle and I wanted to be there early
on the 28th Leaving on
Friday gave me extra
time and allowed me

the opportunity to visit
the roots of FABA, the
places and people that
initiated our 40 years of
success. First stop was
the pioneer settlement

at Blountstown
(Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement - History,
Museum). I spent over
an hour chatting with
our founding president
Willard Smith as he was
working to restore a grist
mill powered by a line shaft.

Willard had a lot of great things to say about our
organization and the vector we are currently maintaining.
He also said he will try his best to make it to the conference
this year. Please take time to find him and thank him for
getting us started.

My next stop was the Barberville Pioneer Settlement
(Pioneer Museum | Florida | Barberville Pioneer
Settlement). I'd never been here before, so Heinrich Hole,
who just stepped down as Regional Coordinator, gave me a
great tour of the facility.
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President’s Message

Naturally we spent a goodly amount of time in the
Smithy talking about forge blowers and power hammers.
My best memory was seeing the FABA “gate” and the “tree”
with all the nails produced by our blacksmiths over the
years. Most of the nails have the touchmark of the smith
that made them. Hopefully, someday we can recreate that
tradition at our Gainesville location.

Before I left Kirk’s place on Sunday morning, I spent
some time poking around his shop and taking pictures.
Kirk has a lot of
great ideas on
how to make the
best use of space
and how to store
hammers, tongs
and sanding belts.
I hope to have
time to build a
rack like he has
(note, it is on
wheels, too). My
delay on Sunday

that is so brittle that it shatters when clamped in a vice and hit
with a hammer. Picking up the pieces you can see the large

) o grain structure. What a graphic example of why the steps in
morning was advantageous as I got to meet Sergio Cipriano process are necessary. I won't forget! When Jordan is at

befor e [left. Sergio is a fount of knowledge, especially when  he conference this year, he plans to give a presentation on the
it comes to gas forges. He too said he plans to attend FABA  Jessons he learned at his scholarship sword making class this

Con this year. That’s another person you should make time  symmer. Sounds like another must-see event in October.
to visit with when you attend the conference.

But the fun had to end and it was time to head N\
northwest. One more stop on the route, Crooked Path Axes “II'OIIQII The Ages
Forge and Jordan Borstelmann. I got there just in time as he Good news from the FABA community, Elmer
and his four students were finishing their knives. Roush and Chris Maybury will be instructing “Axes
Jordan’s knife class uses 1085 steel so the students go through the Ages,” a weeklong class at John C.
through the process of normalizing, grain reduction, oil Campbell Folk School, Jan. 11-18, 2026. In the class you
hardening and heat treating. In this part of the class Jordan can expect to build two axes, one from 10th century
does a fantastic demonstration of how NOT to finish a Viking and the second from 18th century America.
blade. He “accidently” leaves his knife far too long in the Sound like a great class from a couple of fantastic

forge and then quenches it in water. The result is a blade instructors. Very proud of our FABA team members!

FABA | www.blacksmithing.org 4 August 2025



So, I concluded my trip with a lot of new ideas. I have to

thank everyone I visited with, got to talk to and work with.
It was a very fun and educational weekend. Oh, by the way,
_ because of
| my trip 'm
.| changing the
Viking era
| lockclass that

| I'm teaching
B Friday
| morning
at the
conference.

I saw
| asimpler

| way (thanks
Jordan) and
feel that we
| will have a

| better chance

for everyone
to finish
their lock in the 4 hours allotted to the project. Especially
since I have a square punch.

More FABACON News

In the new 7
rivets class for 4
FABA CON
2025, we will be
making garden
implements. The
small rake we are
making is still
in the prototype
stage. We plan
to finish one
soon, and
that picture
will be on the
Conference
website with
the class
description.

Volunteer to be on the board! Elections are coming up,
and we need your help. There is still time to put your name
in the ring. Email me at president@blacksmithing.org.

— David Sandlin, President
CLINKER BREAKER

FABACON 2025

FABACON Registration is OPEN!

The Gateway Grand hotel is ready for reservations;
the event is loaded on the website (www.blacksmithing.
org) and classes are almost all posted, but being
continually updated (check back often).

Now is a great time to register for FABA CON 2025,
our 40th anniversary event.

Remember the first 50 people registered will get
a lunch ticket included with their registration ($50/
all 3 days, $25/one day. See the full pricing at www.
blacksmithing.org.)

A couple of changes for our 40th anniversary event:

Friday classes we run as per before, 4 hours in the
morning and 4 hours in the afternoon.

Friday night we will have a forging competition
hosted by the Bearded Brotherhood of Blacksmiths
starting at 7:30pm.

Sunday classes will also be as per normal; 4 hours but
only in the morning.

However, Saturday classes and demonstrations will be
shorter, 8-11am and 1-4pm, or 3 hours each.

This will leave us with a 2-hour lunch break, allowing
more time at Iron in the Hat. And in the evening, it gives
a chance for everyone to cool off and freshen up prior to
our banquet (6pm), general membership meeting (7pm)
and auction (7:30pm).

This will also leave you some time to visit the gallery,
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vote for the Best in Show, peruse the Auction items and go
through the bookstore, all of which will be in the ballroom.

On Saturday, expect the ABANA Level 1 and Peter Hill’s
knife class to use both sessions (6-hour classes). The rest of
Saturday's classes will be 3 hours each, but many classes are
now limited to 6 students.

Consequently, you will note that pricing for classes has
gone up, but our student/instructor ratio has gone down.
Yes, the cost for classes is more than last year, but I believe
we are delivering a better-quality product. Individual class
prices range from $60 to $120 per student.

You will be able to register for classes once you have
signed up for the event. There will be a link in the email
receipt to allow you to pick classes, plus there is a new
feature on the website allowing you to select the classes that
you want to pay for after you register.

Demonstrators are still being finalized, but Eric Velleca
of Velleca Metal Design will be in the house. Velleca Metal
Design creates custom functional and non functional
metalwork, from hair pins to commercial ironwork. Eric
Velleca has decades of experience in forging and fabrication
and creates large scale architectural ironwork, furniture and
sculpture as well as custom bikes, cars and bicycles.

Best Western Gateway Grand is located at 4200 NW 97th
Boulevard, Gainesville, FL 32606. A link to FABACON's
discounted rooms is on the website at www.blacksmithing.
org/fabacon. Reserve early! The hotel sold out of rooms last
year.

Remember, the Gateway Grand is pet-friendly, so there
is no need to leave your fur babies at home.

Quick Links

We're excited to celebrate 40 years of blacksmithing. This
year's conference is a celebration of all that we've
accomplished together! Thanks to cur members we've all
be able to keep the fires burning. If you want to help or

sponsor this year click the buttons below.

FABA | www.blacksmithing.org
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FABACON 2025

FABACON Schedule So Far

A quick thumbnail review of our current class listings:

Friday AM:

Blacksmithing 1 (introductions)

Blacksmithing 2 (rivets — new this year, garden tools)
Cold work, metal dye and enamel Dragon bracelets with

Christopher Sandlin
Viking Era lock with David Sandlin

Friday PM:

Blacksmithing 1 (introduction)

Copper Roses & Critters

Friction Folding Knife with LeRoi Price
Making Tongs for your Toolbox
Pendants & Things with Ben Thompson

Saturday AM:

ABANA National Curriculum Level I with Rusty
Osborne (6 hours)

Knife making with Peter Hill (6 hours)

Copper Bracelets & Bangles

Forge Welding

Leather Knife Sheath Making

Hammer Swing Ergonomics

Treadle Hammer Workshop with Kirk Sullens

Saturday PM:

ABANA National Curriculum Level I with Rusty
Osborne (continued)

Knife making with Peter Hill (continued)

Heat Treating

Leather Knife Sheath Making

Projects with Nails

Treadle Hammer Workshop with Kirk Sullens

Wrapping Paracord Handles and Low Voltage Electro

Etching with Dawn Fortenberry

Presentation by Jordan Borstelmann about the lessons

learned during his sword class.

Sunday AM:

Blacksmithing 2 (rivets — new this year, garden tools)

Forge Welding

Making Tongs for your Toolbox
How to Repair a Broken Heart with David Sandlin
(white smithing, working brass)
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Regional Reports

Far West Meeting Report

We had a small group that was undeterred by the tem-
perature. Several projects were advanced and a few were
actually completed. We have plans to continue the group
project next meeting.

— Christopher Sandlin, Far West Coordinator

KER BREAKER
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The July meeting will be held July 26 at John Butler’s
Farm, 4112 Bell Lane, Milton, FL 32571. We'll start at 9
a.m. and quit when it gets too hot, but not before lunch. If
you only attend our furthest west meetings, this is your last
opportunity to contribute to our regional project because
our August 23rd and September 27th meetings will both
be held at Traditions Workshop, 418 Green Acres Road,
Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32547, due to logistical rea-
sons. All meetings start at 9 a.m. We hope to be assembling
our group project and to be working on our gift exchange
projects — “something that opens.” There will also be some
demonstrations on techniques for the Journeyman stan-
dards program.

During the September meeting, we will also be
pre-packing the trailer in anticipation of FABA CON 25,
our 40th anniversary get-together. Hope to see everyone at
the Best Western Gateway Grand on Oct. 10-12, 2025.

We are not planning another meeting in October but we
do plan to meet for our now-annual forging competition
held at Timber Creek on November 8th. The competition is
early this year because we plan to be off Viking the next two
weekends in November, and then there is Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

January 24, 2026 and February 28, 2026 meetings will
be held at Traditions Workshop — however, probably not at
the current location. We hope to have the BIG barn built on
Christopher’s property by then, so look for a new address as
things progress.

For any meeting where we do not have a specific proj-
ect or objective expect us to cover the FABA journeyman
standards or parts of the ABANA National Curriculum as
the year progresses.

— David and Christopher Sandlin, Far West

Support our FABA business members

DAMASCUS SPONSORS

David Sandlin - Traditions Workshop - Ft. Walton Beach, FL
Jake Pytlik - Warehouse Services Inc. - Naples, FL

Doug Hayes - Iron Osprey Forge - St. Augustine, FL
Benchmark Abrasives - Flagstaff, AZ

STEEL SPONSORS

Greg Hagen - Holland Anvils - Holland, MI

John Elliot - Blacksmith Supply - Chester, VA

Michael Oliver - Turn and Burn Metalworks - Lakeland, FL
Mission San Luis - Tallahassee, FL

FABA | www.blacksmithing.org

IRON SPONSORS

Scott Brown - Medieval Smith - Land 0' Lakes, FL

Jordan Borstelmann - Crooked Path Forge - Gainesville, FL
Rick Smith - Gainesville, FL

Nicole Horenstein - High Springs, FL

Mark Fillmore - Naples, FL

Cameron LaFrance - Micco, FL

Interested in being a FABA sponsor or expanding your sponsor listing?
Contact FABA President David Sandlin ot Presideni@blacksmithing.org
and include your business name, tag line, and contact information.
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Hot Times in the Oldest City: With daytime highs
predicted to hit 99 degrees, we still had folks show up to
hit some hot metal. Doug demonstrated some tricks for
flaring and shaping some pipe into flower vases, using the
horn, peins, and the guillotine to create different profiles.
He showed the benefit of differential cooling to help bring
metal into symmetry and a few ways to curl the edges. A
few examples of pieces treated with guilders paste were also
passed around.

Then Doug and William demonstrated drifting round
holes into square in 3/16 steel and everyone had some
practice. William came in strong, working the flame and
guiding folks new to the technique as they worked.

We managed to keep the inside of the shop below 92
degrees but still wrapped up by 1 PM to avoid the worst of
the heat. Folks were mindful of the heat and stayed cool in
front of the shop fans and hydrated regularly.

CLINKER BREAKER

North NE Meeting, Aug. 9

]

Our next North Northeast meet will be Saturday, August
9th at Iron Osprey Forge, starting at 9 a.m. The address
is 102 Marshall Circle, St. Augustine. There will not be a
FABA Thursday in August.

The September meeting is tentatively scheduled for the
second Saturday (Sept 13) but may be bumped a week.
There will also be two workdays in September, one in the
evening and one weekend, in addition to the regular meet-
ing. Those will be dedicated to the regional competition
project.

Please check our FABA NE Facebook page for more info
at facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/, or contact
djhayes29@hotmail.com. Thank you!

— Doug Hayes, NNE Region Coordinator
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Project Reports

FABA | www.blacksmithing.org
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SW Region Meeting Report

At our meeting at Crowley Museum near Sarasota,
Trez took the lead as I was on vacation. He demoed a
geometric piece with forge welding at each end. Five peo-
ple attended even though it was a really hot day.

Thank you to all who turned out.

— Tony Fenn, SW Region Coordinator

SW Region Meeting, July 26

The heat of summer is now definitely upon us so we
will start our SW meeting earlier at 9 am on Saturday
July 26th at my NEW workshop - FishnChips Forge.
Please note the new address!

At this meeting we will finalize the pieces for our cross
project and start assembly. We have a few more scrolls
to make and need to rivet the cross pieces together and
forge the ends into the tulip design shape. Trez will keep
us moving along.

FishnChips Forge is located at Unit 213 Sawyer Busi-
ness Park, 4023 Sawyer Road, Sarasota.

The location is close to the corner of Sawyer Road and
Bee Ridge Road.

Please bring an item for the Iron and Hat raffle. Please
also dress appropriately and bring something to share for
lunch.

Be aware of the heat and humidity and keep hydrated!

Please check our FABA SW Facebook page for more
info at www.facebook.com/groups/228279738123674, or
contact antony.fenn@gmail.com. Thank you!

— Tony Fenn, SW Region Coordinator
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NW Region Meeting Report

Hello everyon, and greetings from the Northwest re-
gion. We had our June meeting at The Homestead Barn on
the 14th. We were making folding knives and homemade
pizza, and it went great!

Chris Cauthen made a knife complete from start to fin-
ish during the meeting and several others worked on their
own, including Chris Smith, who was attending his first
meeting with us.

We started making the pizza dough early in the morning
because we only had one oven and we made 24 personal
size pizzas, so we had to bake them in several batches. I
think we got a little carried away, we only had 20 people
signed in! We had more than we could eat, but we had a roll
of plastic wrap that made it easy for everyone who wanted
to take the leftovers home for later.

It was a busy meeting, but everyone helping made
it seem easy. A big thanks to Mark Winchester and the
Homestead Barn, which keeps getting nicer each time we
get to hold a meeting there!

NW Region Meeting, Aug.9

I had intended to take the month of August off from
having a meeting, but Craig Hines volunteered to host
the August meeting at his house. We're going to make it a
little less busy for this meeting, Craig will come up with a
demonstration or group project.

We're going to skip the raftle and ask everyone to bring
their own brown bag lunch. We'll have water and tea pro-
vided. You can still bring tailgate sales, if you want to and
we always appreciate a show and tell of what you've been
working on lately.

The second Saturday is on the 9th in August. Craig's
address is 6340 Maddox Rd., Ochlocknee, Georgia 31773.
His phone number is 229-574-5278 in case you want to get
in touch with him before the meeting.

Looking ahead, The September meeting will be held at
the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown. We'll
start a 6-weekend presence at Aunt Louise's Farm in Oc-
tober, but not have an October meeting because it would
conflict with the conference. We will have our November
meeting at Aunt Louise's Farm, and it will be the last week-
end of our time there during their Fall season. The Decem-
ber meeting will be back at the Hines residence.

Thank you in advance for your participation and I hope
to see you there!

— John Pfund, NW Region Coordinator

CLINKER BREAKER 11

Regional Reports

SE Region Report
It was a hot day at the Farm. Another new face here

to see what FABA is all about. People finishing projects
they started last meeting.

Happy to see so many new and young faces. The SE
Region meets every third Saturday of the month at The
Farm, 1566 S. Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL. Just
turn off Military at the pole painted red, white and blue,
and follow your GPS or Google maps. It should get you
there!

Get more info on the FABA SE Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/groups/603288803747002

— Gary Becker, member
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Greater Orlando's Summer Break

Orlando is taking a break from the heat of the summer
and will stay on sabbatical through the holidays. Meetings
will resume in January at UnderGround Metal Works, 660
W Kennedy Blvd Suite A, Orlando, FL 32810 FL.

For information, contact John Hare at 802-373-1190 or
legacy.john.hare@gmail.com.

— John Hare, Orlando Regional Coordinator

Regional Reports

- N
Gainesville Meeting, Aug. 16

Open Forges will be held for the Gainesville Region
at the shop of Justin Miller on Saturday, August 16th.
The address is 12701 NE 135th St., Fort McCoy, FL
32134. The events starts at 9 AM.

Questions? Please call Justin at 352-843-5410. Or

shoot me an email at crookedpathforge@gmail.com.

FABA Announcements

Coal supply expanding

UPDATE: Sidney Lee welding supply is expanding
turther, opening a second Florida location in Talla-
hassee. The phone number for their Lake City office is
386-752-7620 and the Tallahassee location is 850-354-
8186. Both locations will carry blacksmithing coal.

I've also been told by my local ALRO representa-
tive that they are opening a location in Pensacola and
will have a selection of steel to choose from.

FROM LAST MONTH: Sidney Lee Welding Sup-
ply (the folks from GA where we buy our conference
coal) just bought out North FL Welding Supply in
Lake City, FL, and will be selling pea and nut coal at
that location. Same stuff as we've had in recent years.
They are still changing the signage and until that is
done, the web will still show N. FL Welding.

If you look up North Florida Welding in Lake City
on Google, you get the link: https://sidneylee.com.

To check on the coal or to order, call ahead.

Sidney Lee Welding Supply has the ability to get ei-
ther pea or nut coal, but if you just drop by, you'll get
what they have on hand. They plan to keep a pallet or
so on premises for folks, but if you give them enough
lead time, you can likely get your preference. For past
conferences, we have used the blacksmith bituminous
pea coal.

The coal comes in 50 Ib sacks.

Here is the address and phone number:

Sidney Lee Welding Supply

Address: 1900 US-41, Lake City, FL 32055

Phone: 386-752-7620

Tallahassee location phone: 850-354-8186

Pensacola location: Info to come

4 )

\- J

FABA | www.blacksmithing.org

— Jordan Borstelmann, Coordinator
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Central NE Region Report

BIG NEWS: It's come time for change. I, Heinrich, am
stepping down as the Central NE regional coordinator.
Due to continued health issues, I'm no longer the right
fit for the job. I've lost my ability to even be present for a
whole meeting because I overheat too easily even when I'm
not working at the forge. You might be able to imagine the
challenge it is to lead an effort that I'm physically restricted
from participating in. Thankfully this is not a thing that
has caught me by surprise so I've had time to make a few
preparations.

WILLIAM THORNTON is the new Regional Coordina-
tor. He has been playing a significant leadership role for our
group as the assistant coordinator and has done an excep-
tional job. Now it's time for him to take over fully.

I have no doubt that he will be able to bring back some of
the energy to our region that's been on the decline with my
health for too long now. A new journey begins and I can
hardly wait to see it play out.

— Heinrich Hole, former C.NE Coordinator

Central NE Region Meeting, Aug. 2
C.NE Regional Meeting

Where: Barberville Pioneer Settlement, 1776 Lightfoot
Lane, Pierson FL, 32180

When: August 2nd, 9am - 4pm

Come on out to the August meeting to show some FL
broiler level support for our new coordinator. Lunch will
be provided as always. Cya there :).

Please check the FABA NE Facebook page for more info
at facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/, or contact
William Thornton at knifegsx@yahoo.com. Thank you!

— Heinrich Hole, former C.NE Coordinator
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Bloom: Ironflower Forge: subloom@Ironflower.com

Helpful Shop Gear: Dr. Steve

The idea is simple — think of a typical
hand-grinder with a cut-off wheel

or a grinding wheel - Is it easier (and
safer) to have an active surface at
mid-tight height plus the object
thickness (~ 30") or at waist height +
the height of the vise (so mid-chest).
It is way easier to control the unit at
the lower level. Add some sheet
metal under the table to defect

the sparks and you don't have
sparks flying over the top of a table.

As to the use - clamp whatever you
want in the jaws. But sometimes

you can want to clamp flat things in
the vise with the surface parallel to
the floor. Take a piece of scrap angle
iron & weld some scrap flat steel plate
to it. Clamp this in the vise and you
have a flat surface at ~30" height.
Now use a vise-grip to hold the target
to the plate & grind away to your heart
content. ..OR.. Make a magnetic
chuck (large speaker magnets or
grounding magnets) to do the same
thing without the vise-grips.

CLINKER BREAKER 13 August 2025



Reprinted from the ABANA Hammer's Blow, Summer 2025 edition

Forging An Octopus

By Kirk Sullens

Kirk Sullens has been a blacksmith for 30 years,
and a fulltime professional blacksmith for over 28
of them. Best-known for his wildlife creafions,
which decorate Bass Pro Shops/Outdoor
World stores throughout the United States
and Canada, Kirk is now based
near Orlando, FL.

All those arms might look intimidating,
but the basic process of forging an octopus
is pretty simple.

Take eight pieces of square stock of pro-
portionate size; that is, %2” square would be
77-8” long; %” square would be 9”-10” long;
Y%4” square would be maybe 3”-4” long. Play
with it, and work out proportions that give
you the look you want.

For the sake of illustration, we’ll imagine using
15" square stock about 7” long. Draw to a long,
gradual, round taper,
leaving 1%” at one end square.

There will be a ninth piece the After that comes the extremely tedious process of
same length as the square por- using an eye punch to make all the little round sucker
tion of the legs, that will be used discs on the bottom of each arm/tentacle. Since that can
as a center spacer when you weld be upwards of 100 per leg for larger sizes of octopus, it
the octopus head takes a while. I do that hot, with the round top of the

together. tentacle in the swage block. It’s nice if someone can hold
Next, use a swage for you for this.step, but you can also work out ways to
block or other clamp it down if you don't have a helper readily avail-
swage to make the able.
round sections into Note my
“D” shaped sections. ~ hold-down in the
I find it easiest photo. Because it
when it comes time ~ takes some time
to bundle them together for forge-welding if 4 of the legs to getan arm in

have the flat plane of the “D” in line with a flat plane of the the clamp, you
square end, while the other 4 legs have the flat plane of the lose a lot of heat.

“D” on the diagonal. It's OK to keep
punching the

sucker discs for a

short time after you drop
below a red heat, but
when the punch impres-
sions aren't deep enough
anymore, put the arm
back in the fire.
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These photos
show the sucker
discs. I use several
sizes of punches,
starting with the
largest that will fit
two abreast near
the octo-head, and
switching to small-
er ones as they no
longer fit. For the
1/4” stock octo, I
used a nail set for the small-
est ones.

The eye punch is just a
concave hemisphere. I make
them by driving my tool
stock over various sized ball
bearings to make various
sized eye punches. Besides
making sucker discs, they
also make great eyes (go
figure). A good book to
learn toolmaking for animal
forms, and to learn process
that will be endlessly appli-
cable, is “Iron Menagerie” by

Guild of Metalsmiths. (https://

www.amazon.com/Iron-Me-
nagerie-Guild-Metalsmiths/
dp/1931626294)

So, here are the legs you
need to forge, and the spac-
er for the center when you

bundle them together to weld.

You can forge a blunt, round
taper on the end and that
can become the beak of the
octopus.

CLINKER BREAKER
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Next, I use an
electric welder to tack
the pieces together on
the square end. They
go together in 3 rows
of 3, with the spacer
in the center. Place all
the flat bottoms of the
legs facing the center.
The ones with the flats
in line with the square
ends go in the middle of each row, and the ones with the
flats on the diagonal go on the corners. In all cases, the
flats point toward the center. Tack them on the end, not
the sides, of the square ends.

Once you have
them tacked together,
forge weld the head.
You want to weld the
part that is still square,
without welding
further down the legs
than that. It's tricky to
do the right amount,
and not too much or
too little. If you do too
much, it’s no big deal, but the beak won't be visible. If
you do too little, you can always go back and weld more.
Don't push the billet so
far into the fire that the
legs burn up while you're
heating the head!

Next is to round the
head area you just weld-
ed, as you see in this pic.
Do this at a welding heat,
and you want to continue
fluxing, just to be sure
you don’t break anything
apart. Once you've
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rounded the head, you need to forge the end to a dome
shape. You will likely have a ‘fish mouth’ at the end,
where the outside has stretched out longer than the cen-
ter. Begin forging the outside end to a very blunt taper,
forging that ‘fish mouth’ smaller and smaller. When it
is quite small, you have the option of filling it with mig,
tig, gas, or arc weld, then grinding it smooth; or you
can forge it almost closed, flux, then forge weld it shut.
Either way, you want a smooth, dome-shaped end.

After you have welded the head together, you need
a round fuller to make the head bend over, so it doesn’t
stand straight up. I just use a piece of round bar of appro-
priate size to the octopus I’'m making. For one made of
1/2” bar, a piece of 1/2”° round works pretty well.

Right now, the head and legs of your octo are in a
line. Your fuller will go perpendicular to the long axis
of the octopus, just BARELY above the end of the weld;
that is, just above where the legs come apart, but still in
the solidly welded area.

Look at how the
head lays back in
this photo. You get
that by bending it
at the place you just
fullered, and closing
the fuller. The fuller-
ing gives the added
bonus of making
a couple of bumps
where you'll later
put the octopus eyes.
If you use a small fuller on the sides of the fold, you can
make a good approximation of the opening of the mantle
on the octopus. (See photo of finished octopus.)

The legs need to be in the vise while you bend the
head. Otherwise, the legs will bend instead, because they
are thinner.

FABA | www.blacksmithing.org

Once the head is bent over
as much as you can manage,
this is when you punch the
eyes, using an appropriate-
ly sized eye punch. If they
don’t stand up enough to
look right (they should be on
pronounced bumps), you can
use a flap sanding wheel on
an angle grinder, or files, to
remove material between and
behind the eyes to make the
bumps more pronounced.

It’s OK to clamp the end of the head in a vise to
punch the eyes. If you clamp individual legs, they'll bend
when you punch.

Once your head is shaped
and punched, you spread out
the legs. They should go out
like the spokes of a wheel
right now. You'll give them
shape later.

If you want to use only
traditional techniques on your octopus, this is where you
position the legs, and you’re done.
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If you want your octopus to look more like a real octopus, you need some fabrication techniques at this point. I
use my mig welder to build up the web between the arms. You could also use tig, or gas welding, to do the same.
Just build it up slowly, like a mud dauber building a nest.

When the web is where you want it, go back with
a die grinder to smooth the web area, unless you
really like the texture you built up in making the
web. Either way, it needs to be smooth. No unseemly
bumps or weld splatter. You need to do this top and
bottom. This is the second most tedious process in
making an octopus.

Once the webs are smooth to your satisfaction,
position the legs. I use a torch with a rosebud
to spot heat, but you can do it in a coal forge.

Remember, the octopus needs to look
dynamic. It needs to look like it is going
somewhere, or like it just stopped on purpose.
It really won’t look right if the legs are
all just randomly wiggly. People looking
at it might not be able to articulate what
they see wrong about it, but they’ll see it.
Throughout this process, look at lots of
photos and videos of octopuses, to under-
stand how and why they move! That is
what will really make a good octopus.
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FABA Scholarships
FABA Veterans Scholarship Fund Application

The FABA Veterans' Scholarship Fund was established to help veterans to experience the world of blacksmithing. The
intent is to assist veterans to get started in the craft with an experienced teacher to provide a guiding hand at the start of
the journey, maximizing their learning experience. As such, it is not intended for those with intermediate or advanced
skills to hone their craft - rather to assist beginners to learn the basics or to advance to some intermediate skills. First pri-
ority will be given to first-time students or early beginner level classes, and then to intermediate level courses.

1. Recipients must be veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces (Navy, Air Force, Army, Marines, Coast Guard, Space Force).

a. Individuals must be able to provide proof of current service or honorable discharge with active duty ID or
DD214.

2. Scholarship will reimburse 80% of a blacksmithing class/course(s) registration fee up to $100 upon completion of
the course, whichever is less. The coursework must be considered to be directly related to blacksmithing (not weld-
ing/fabrication). The FABA Scholarship Committee (defined in article 12 below) reserves the right to determine
which coursework is appropriate during the review process.

3. 'The course instructor must be someone who regularly provides paid blacksmith instruction - in other words is rec-
ognized as a legitimate, accepted teacher. Classes at a recognized blacksmith conference (such as the FABA annual
conference, The Southern Blacksmith Association biannual conference, SOFA, etc.) are acceptable and specifically
at these events, 2 or more classes in one weekend could be stacked and counted as one ‘course. So for three (3)
FABA intro courses at $45 apiece, the total would be $135; 80% of that would be $108, so the award would be $100.

4. Before awardee is reimbursed, he/she must provide some proof of completion (documentation of work produced,
email from instructor and receipts from course costs). This scholarship is intended for course registration fees only,
and does not cover materials or equipment unless those items are part of the course of instruction (i.e. a hammer
making course). Students may apply for up to 2 courses per year, but not more than once per 6-month cycle and for
no more than 3 courses in total.

5. 'The student must apply for the scholarship prior to the beginning of class (not retroactive). The committee will
meet February 15 and August 15 each year to review applications (every 6 months). Up to three applications will be
awarded every six months. Coursework does not have to fall within the cycle the student applies, if the application
is submitted prior to the start of the course (for example, the student could plan 1 year ahead). The FABA Scholar-
ship Committee will make that determination during the application process.

6. In any 6-month cycle, preference will be made for beginner classes, then intermediate skill classes as the primary
purpose of this fund is to assist veterans to begin their blacksmithing journey. Applicants must be a FABA member
to apply and while taking the class/course. Funds can be applied to the FABA annual conference courses, or to simi-
lar classes from other guilds or organizations, within the United States.

7. If anyone wishes to donate additional funds to this scholarship, they agree to abide by the rules above. In other
words, future donors cannot modify or change the administration or award process for this scholarship. Any funds
donated specifically to this fund will be considered encumbered for this purpose only.

8. Applicants must complete the application and submit their request via email to President@blacksmithing.org or
through the electronic form on www.blacksmithing.org.

The FABA Scholarship Committee is comprised of a three-member panel of FABA members. At least one member of
the panel will have military experience (active duty or reserve) and two others will be FABA Board members. The Presi-
dent, Treasurer and Vice-President will appoint the members of the Veterans Scholarship committee. Members will serve a
minimum one-year term but may be reappointed multiple times.

Awardees will be notified via email and USPS the status of their application approximately two weeks after the commit-
tee meets.

Get more information at www.blacksmithing.org/scholarships
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