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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Established May 18, 1985

Registration is LIVE 
Sign up for the conference, 
classes and banquet now!

www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon

Meet our Demonstrators
Steve Schwarzer
A Master Bladesmith since 1981, Steve Schwarzer 

has over 20 awards for his blades, his excellence and 
innovation, and his service to the community. In the 
‘70s, Steve started on the edge and now stays on the 
cutting edge. He pioneered many of the common 
Damascus techniques seen today. I think one of my 
favorite quotes by Steve is: “Fantasy is always cor-
rect,” which is why he often uses fantastic creatures 
carved into the handles of his work. Steve currently 
lives Florida. He teaches advanced Damascus classes 
and powdered metal canister techniques with classes 
tailored to individual student needs/requirements. ​

https://steveschwarzer.com/

Joe Davis
Joe Davis, does very high-end custom work 

requiring traditional joinery, accomplishing projects 
like fireplace screens and architectural metal work. 
He has been running “Old School Crafts” for 25 
years, often working with his two boys at his forge 
and foundry. His projects make use of multiple 
materials like copper, bronze stainless steel and, of 
course, iron. 

www.instagram.com/oldschoolcrafts/

https://www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon
https://steveschwarzer.com/
https://www.instagram.com/oldschoolcrafts/
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FABA has eight regions, and regular meetings are held in each region on the following Saturdays of each 
month: 1st Saturday—Central NE / 2nd Saturday—NW & Greater Orlando / 3rd Saturday—SE & Gainesville /  
4th Saturday—Far West & SW.   
The NNE meetings will be the 2nd or 3rd Saturdays (depending on the month).
The regions have no boundaries — everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can!
The dates may vary, so check the schedule noted in the Regional Reports or on Facebook, or contact the 
Regional Coordinator. 
Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a 
meeting, bring your tools or just watch. Most meetings run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and you’ll want to bring a bag lunch if not other-
wise noted. If you have any questions about events, please check the region's Facebook page or contact the Regional Coordinators:

Greater Orlando Region  John Hare  802-373-1190  legacy.john.hare@gmail.com
Gainesville Region  Jordan Borstelmann  352-727-8260  crookedpathforge@gmail.com
Central Northeast Region  William Thornton  386-916-6117  knifegsx@yahoo.com
North Northeast Region  Doug Hayes  910-330-7601  djhayes29@hotmail.com
Northwest Region  John Pfund  850-528-3280  johnwpfund@aol.com
Southeast Region  Peter Hill  651-635-6022  blazeblades561@gmail.com
Southwest Region  TBA  TBA  TBA
Far West Region  Christopher Sandlin  850-865-9596  Chris@traditionsworkshop.com

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) is 
a nonprofit organization chartered with the state of Florida that is 
dedicated to promoting and expanding the horizons of architectural, 
artistic and practical blacksmithing while preserving the rich heritage 
of this craft. 
FABA Officers and members assume no responsibility or liability for 
injuries or damage caused as a result of the use of any information, 
materials, design, techniques, etc., contained in this newsletter; 
our website, www.blacksmithing.org; our Facebook Page at www.
facebook.com/FloridaBlacksmiths; any of our regional Facebook 
pages; or provided at meetings or demonstrations.
Contributions to FABA are tax-deductible to the extent provided 
by law. FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly and 
FABA membership includes a subscription. We solicit correspondence 
and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes. Send 
to editor@blacksmithing.org. Materials submitted must be your own 
work, and citations of others must be clearly identified. By submitting 
materials, you are allowing FABA to edit, print and post them to 
FABA’s website. ABANA Chapter newsletters may reprint non-
copyrighted material, if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. 
You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material 
unless otherwise noted.
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION#: CH38635 EXPIRATION: May 13, 2026 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435- 7352) WITHIN THE STATE. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.   
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By the time you read this, we will have the registration 
open for the 41st FABA convention. In spite of inflation, 
we have been able to hold, or even lower, prices for the 
conference, for dinner and even for the classes. Check out 
your options and sign up at https://www.blacksmithing.org/
fabacon

I’d like to call attention to a couple 
of new classes we are offering this 
year: 

Dawn Fortenberry is teaching how 
to forge a hair pin and barrette – a 
great gift item.

Heat treating will have a different 
twist as Jordan Borstelmann will have  
you forging a small knife blade that you will then heat treat 
as part of the class. This will not be a finished knife as you 
will need to add a handle later.

Matt Shoemaker 
will teach you how to 
artistically craft an ulu 
(herb chopper) while 
respecting the concept 
of the golden ratio when 
accomplishing scroll 
work.

My fork, butter knife and spoon class is also an option.

Our ABANA instructor, Rusty Osborne will focus on 
the flux spoon project (National Curriculum Item 1.17) for 
those working toward their Level I certification.

Finally, if you are tired of blisters, aching hands from 
gripping too large a handle, and losing your grip with 
sweaty hands on a varnished hammer handle, Doug Hayes 
will teach you basic hammer ergonomics, show you a 
variety of handle sizes and shapes to test and try out and 
then let you craft a hammer handle to suit your needs.

Don’t forget to come to the conference with your gift 
exchange item if you wish to participate in that activity. 
Your prompt is “What Whirls? What Twirls?” This is open 

President’s Message

FABACon Registration is LIVE 

David Sandlin
FABA President

 

to any skill level and possibilities range from a spinning top 
to a ballerina, literally anything you can think of that might 
meet the prompt. 

On Saturday evening before the auction, everyone who 
brought an item will draw the name of another participant. 
The name that you draw is the piece that you take home!

PRAISE FOR OPEN FORGES
I had an opportunity to visit with Jim Labolito and Ken 

Weldon for Jim’s open forge on Monday night. There was a 
total of 4 participants that night. 

Jim has been generously opening his forge for more than 
20 years to any and all that want to practice the art and craft 
of blacksmithing. 

Visting with Jim was not only a pleasure but an 
educational experience as he helped me trace back the roots 
of FABA and the founding members. 

Jim is only one of several of our members who routinely 
invite others to participate around their fires, exchanging 
ideas and comraderie. I only wish the Florida panhandle 
wasn’t so far from the rest of you, I’d like to visit more often.

Hope your anvil rings true throughout the year. See you 
all October 16-18!

OUR CONTINUING CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
We need a web master with back-end experience! 

Although Jessica Sandlin resigned, she has promised to 
ensure a smooth hand off so you will not be taking the job 
in the blind.

Tony Fenn has moved to North Carolina and Trez 
Cole, our southwest trustee, is actively seeking a regional 
coordinator replacement. Contact Trez is you are ready to 
adopt this important role in the southwest.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Even though Tony is out of state 
he is still leading the FABA artistic demonstration team at 
the conference. He has only given me the vaguest of hints 
for what we are creating in 2 days. An angle? Well sort of, 
but not quite either. If you want to help with that project, 
contact Tony.

As already reported, we are in desperate need for 
someone to run for Program Chair, taking over those duties 
on the Monday right after the end of the 2026 Conference. 

— David Sandlin, President 

https://www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon
https://www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon
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FABACon Report

“Something That Whirls, Twirls & Spins” is the theme 
for the Program Chair’s Challenge Exchange Item this year.  
When I announced it at last year’s banquet, I mentioned 
such things as a top, a ballerina, a maple seed … and I can-
not wait to see what you all have come up with!  

I think that last year’s Exchange Item participation group 
was one of our largest, and I hope to see many more partic-
ipants! 

Along those lines, please be thinking about your Gallery 
entry for this year. Wow us with your latest and greatest, or 
show us your new explorations and growth in a particular 
medium. I always enjoy seeing some of the “Blacksmithing 
adjacent” items – don’t be hesitant to enter! 

Speaking of “Blacksmithing adjacent,” I am still looking 
for a few Family Programs. If you have any thoughts of 
classes you would like to take, or to *TEACH*, please be in 
touch! (Call Lisa Anne at 813-505-8041 or email  
GryfnSCA@gmail.com.) Watch the Conference website 
(https://www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon) for updates. 

As you know, this will be my last year as Program Chair.  
Please consider stepping up and volunteering.  

FABA as a whole is an incredibly supportive and nurtur-
ing organization, and you will find a lot of help and encour-
agement available. There is a whole Team of amazing, dedi-
cated and devoted people who want to help you succeed!  

Serving as Program Chair also offers you the opportuni-
ty to not only continue the legacy of our in-depth teaching 
conferences, but the chance to shape it and carry it into the 
next iteration.  You won’t be starting from a blank slate, and 
you won’t be alone. 

Contact me if you are even thinking about it, and let’s 
talk!

— Lisa Anne Connor, Program Coordinator

Something That Whirls, Twirls & Spins

FABACon Hotel Reservations Are Open!
FABACon 2026 is returning to the Best Western Gateway Grand in Gainesville on Oct. 16-18. 

Hotel reservations are open now. Use this link to book now at the discounted rate of $129 a night.  
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.10281.html?groupId=X95RX3D5 
Rooms are currently booking on Expedia at $200 a night for this property on those dates,  

so FABA's rate is a significant discount. Don't delay! Book your hotel room now.

Meet our Demonstrators
Steve Schwarzer
A Master Bladesmith since 1981, Steve Schwarzer 

has over 20 awards for his blades, his excellence and 
innovation, and his service to the community. In the 
‘70s, Steve started on the edge and now stays on the 
cutting edge. He pioneered many of the common 
Damascus techniques seen today. I think one of my 
favorite quotes by Steve is: “Fantasy is always cor-
rect,” which is why he often uses fantastic creatures 
carved into the handles of his work. Steve currently 
lives Florida. He teaches advanced Damascus classes 
and powdered metal canister techniques with classes 
tailored to individual student needs/requirements. ​

https://steveschwarzer.com/

Joe Davis
Joe Davis, does very high-end custom work 

requiring traditional joinery, accomplishing projects 
like fireplace screens and architectural metal work. 
He has been running “Old School Crafts” for 25 
years, often working with his two boys at his forge 
and foundry. His projects make use of multiple 
materials like copper, bronze stainless steel and, of 
course, iron. 

https://www.instagram.com/oldschoolcrafts/

mailto:GryfnSCA%40gmail.com?subject=FABACon%20class
https://www.blacksmithing.org/fabacon
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.10281.html?groupId=X95RX3D5
https://steveschwarzer.com/
https://www.instagram.com/oldschoolcrafts/
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Far West Meeting Report 
It was a hot time for all 7 of us in attendance 

at the Far West meeting on June 27, plus two 
more who came by just to see what was going 
on. Plenty of cool water and good conversations 
in front of a couple of large fans were the solu-
tion that allowed us to get some good forgings 
accomplished. 

The business meeting covered our progress 
for our regional competition project – mostly 
just gathering materials – and then turned to 
the demonstration. Since Angee will be helping 
Rusty Osborn with the ABANA level 1 class 
during FABA CON 2026, we decided practice 
for forging a long-handle flux spoon would be a 
good exercise.  The first question for this exer-
cise is: How much material is required for the 
dish of a spoon?

If the final thickness of the spoon is 1/16 of an inch and 
the bowl is a nominal 1” in diameter, the volume of materi-
al required is .049 cubic inches. Therefore, if working with 
3/8” diameter rod, you need to have at least 7/16” of the rod 
to make the above bowl (7/16” x .1875” squared x Pi is .045 
cubic inches). And you thought you got away from math 
when you started blacksmithing.

The ABANA flux spoon starts with 3/8” rod cut to your 
desired length (we recommend 12 inches). 

Set a short, one-sided taper on one end of about ½ inch, 
and then roll the bar over and, using a hot cut, nick the bar 
about halfway through just behind the start of the taper. 
At the nick, fold the bar back on itself for a fagot weld; the 
taper will now be your scarf for the weld. 

Take a red heat and add some flux (borax) to the section 
to be welded, then take a deep heat in the yellow part of the 
fire. Once up to welding heat, bring the rod to the anvil for 
a quick tap to set the weld. Flux and yellow heat again, and 
when bringing the rod out of the fire, set the full weld. 

All subsequent heats should be at a yellow heat as you 
upset the weld into the rod and shape the material to be-
come a spoon (1 inch in diameter). A block of wood works 
great to get the dish shape of the spoon. For style points, 
you can taper the 3/8 rod back from the dish of the spoon, 
but that’s not required. 

On the opposite end, you need to make a 1-inch diam-
eter eye on center axis. Bend the rod 90 degrees at 4-5/16” 
from the end, and then using your hammer with the horn 
of the anvil, bring the rod around in a full circle. Style 
points for adding a taper to wrap around the rod or adding 
a leaf at the end of the wrap.

Regional Reports

Picture from the UN publication FAO AGRICULTURAL SERVICES BULLETIN 
88/1 Basic blacksmithing: a training manual.

The spoons we practiced making during our meeting 
will be used to develop a story board that Angee and Rusty 
will have at their class in Gainesville, Saturday morning, 
October 17th.
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Regional Reports
 Far West Meeting Schedule 
All Far West meetings 

start at 9 AM with set 
up followed by a short 
business meeting and 
a demonstration using 
the FABA Journeyman 
standards or the ABANA 
Level I curriculum. 
Lunch will be available. 
Meetings end when we 
get too hot, too cold, too 
tired or it gets too dark.

July 25th will find 
us under the cool of 
the pecan trees at John 
Butler’s farm, a great 
time to work on your gift 
exchange project – some-
thing that twists and 
turns. We will be demon-
strating how to forge a 
corkscrew. 

August 22nd and September 12th will be at Traditions 
again so we can finalize our group project. Traditions 
Workshop is located at 418 Green Acres Rd., Fort Walton 
Beach, FL. We have added a meeting on October 10th so we 
can pack the trailer for FABA CON 2026. 

We plan to hold a lessons-learned meeting on Oct. 31th 
so we can also unpack the trailer and swap stories about 
the conference. Plus, we need to reset the trailer for our last 
meeting of the year, which will be on November 7th. 

We are going back to Timber Creek for our region-
al forging competition. The competition project will be 
forging a bottle holder/display for a Timber Creek bottle 
of whiskey. You will have only 5 hours to produce your 
creation. Various sizes of steel bar and round stock will be 
provided or you can bring your own materials. You must 
register to participate in this competition! Unlike previous 
years, due to the fact that this is a innovative/artistic proj-
ect, there will be no coaching/teaching during the competi-
tion (collegial support and striker team effort is still encour-
aged).  Hope to see you there for some whiskey, pizza and 
an opportunity to win braggin’ rights for another year.

After our Christmas break, we plan to reengage at Tradi-
tions Workshop for our meetings on January 23 and Feb-
ruary 27. This will allow us to seek shelter if either of those 
days are bitter (that only happens once in a blue moon, but 
then it did snow in our part of Florida last year). 

March 27 will once again be our fundraising knife class 
at John Butler’s Family Farm. Maybe something different 
in 2027, like a friction folder out of a horse shoe and a file? 
Stick with us and see what happens.
— David Sandlin, FABA President

AlaForge.org/afc-fall-conference.html

http://AlaForge.org/afc-fall-conference.html
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Central NE Region Meeting
The Central NE Region meets on the first Saturday of 

the month. Please check the FABA NE Facebook page 
for info: facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/  
or email William Thornton at knifegsx@yahoo.com. 

— William Thornton, Central NE Coordinator

SW Region Meeting Report 
Because of heat advisories and vacations, there was no 

SW Region meeting in June. Please stay tuned for August.  
Check www.facebook.com/groups/228279738123674, or 
email treznokomisforge@gmail.com for updates. 

Also, the Southwest Region is actively looking for a re-
gional coordinator. Please contact Trez for information. 

— Trez Cole, SW Region Trustee

Greater Orlando Meeting Break
 The Greater Orlando Region is on summer break. 

For information and future meeting dates, contact John 
Hare at 802-373-1190 or legacy.john.hare@gmail.com. 

— John Hare, Orlando Region Coordinator

Regional Reports

Gainesville Region, Aug. 15
 The Gainesville Region is finally starting to have reg-

ular meetings again, thanks to Jacob Underhill!  Our next 
meetings will be on August 15th at Jacob’s shop in Starke. 
The address is 6112 NW CR 233, Starke, FL.

These meetings will largely be open forges.  Bring 
your own lunch if you like. The meetings start at 9 a.m.

  For information and to confirm meetings, contact 
Jordan Borstelmann at crookedpathforge@gmail.com. 

— Jordan Borstelmann, 
Gainesville Regional Coordinator

SE Region Meeting, Aug. 15
At last month's meeting, the Southeast Region worked 

on projects,  journeyman requirements, and preparations 
for a knife-making class at the conference. 

The Southeast Region meets on the third Saturday at The 
Farm, 1566 S. Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL. Just turn 
off Military Trail at the pole painted red, white and blue, 
and follow your GPS or Google maps.  

Get more info on the FABA SE Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/groups/603288803747002

— Gary Becker, SE Region member

Demonstrator Smiths Wanted
I have had a great time blacksmithing in Florida and 

attending two of our phenomenal conferences. Alas, 
I'm moving across the country to Washington State.

This opens up some demonstration opportunities. 
For the past few years, I have demonstrated at the Lake 
Wales Pioneer Days. This fall they will need someone 
new. The event is Saturday and Sunday October 24-25. 
Please contact Bart Delcamp: bartdelcamp@gmail.com.

I also just learned that Zolfo Springs has Pioneer 
Days this fall on November 6-7 and they are looking for 
a blacksmith. Visit www.floridapioneerfestival.com.

I had such a great time at our conference that I might 
even fly back next year to attend. Yours in iron, Paul

— Paul Wiedorn

http://facebook.com/groups/381431599058683/
mailto:knifegsx%40yahoo.com?subject=FABA%20Central%20NE%20question
https://www.facebook.com/groups/228279738123674
mailto:legacy.john.hare%40gmail.com?subject=Greater%20Orlando%20FABA
mailto:crookedpathforge%40gmail.com?subject=FABA%20meeting%20inquiry
http://www.facebook.com/groups/603288803747002
http://www.facebook.com/groups/603288803747002
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North NE Meeting Report
The North NE Region had a small but productive meeting 

on July 11th at Iron Osprey Forge.  Some basic principles of 
design and art techniques for both 2D and 3D objects were 
discussed, with more emphasis on ways to balance a com-
position, how to imply motion, elements that draw the eye, 
and more.  

Then the forges were lit and some basic techniques were 
reviewed for those who were rusty.  The overall design for 
the regional project was finalized, and work began on sever-
al elements.  Although the temps were in the 90s, Doug had 
two large shop fans helping cool things off in the outdoor 
coal forge area, and folks were pretty comfortable.  

North NE Meeting, Aug. 8 
The next meeting will be August 8, again at Iron Osprey 

Forge, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
There will be two September meetings.  The first will be 

on SUNDAY, September 13th, 10 a.m. til 3 p.m. The second 
(and probably the last tune up before conference) will be 
September 25 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Both are at Iron Osprey 
Forge, 102 Marshall Cir, St. Augustine, FL 32086.    

— Doug Hayes, North NE Coordinator

During the meeting we discovered a great example of a common 
problem.  The end of a chisel cut continued to extend and we got a nice 
picture of how a cold shut extends.

Regional Reports
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NW Region Meeting, Brunch & Treasure Giveaway, Aug. 8
Regional Reports

 Hello everyone, and greetings from the Northwest Re-
gion. We didn't have a meeting in July and I really appre-
ciated the break. So much so, that I was ready to skip the 
August meeting too! However, an opportunity presented 
that I couldn't resist. 

Roger Bell's family is planning to sell the property in 
the end of the year and they need some help removing the 
rest of his accumulated "Treasure." When we had our June 
meeting there, the blacksmithing was ignored in the pro-
cess of having a great "estate sale," which everyone seemed 
to enjoy thoroughly.

But there's still a lot left! Especially metal stock that had 
been collected for blacksmithing. And we are ready to give 
it away for free! That's right, for free! 

Now there might be a few things for sale, like the Tire 
Hammer ($2,000 OBO), but almost everything else will be 
free! 

I might put a few things in the raffle. Yes, we're going to 
have a "Iron in the Hat" raffle and if you bring things that 

you have made, you will receive Free tickets for donating 
them. 

We're not going to have lunch at this meeting, but we're 
going to have brunch instead. The meeting starts Aug. 8th 
at 9 AM, as usual, and we'll have the raffle at 11am. I'm 
going to bring a couple loaves of bread to bake and I'll put 
them in the oven when I get there, so we can start brunch 
when the bread comes out of the oven. 

Please bring something you want to share for the meal. 
And be prepared to take home some "Treasure"! The ad-
dress is 7685 Deepwood Trail, Tallahassee FL 32317. I hope 
to see you there! 

The June meeting was a memorial for Roger. This August 
meeting will be a memorial for Roger's place. I enjoyed a 
lot of meetings there and especially enjoyed the Tuesday 
morning open forges we had there. This will be our last 
meeting in this location, and I'm grateful that we got the 
opportunity.   
 — John Pfund, NW Region Coordinator

FABA equipment upgrade: SALE
During a Black Friday special, Home Depot had VEVOR 

brand 2x72” sanders for sale with all the accessories. The 
board decided to move on this opportunity, and I pur-
chased them using my military discount (another 10% off). 

We now have 3 fully functional 2x72 machines, making 
the 3 green 2x72 machines redundant. The green machines 
will be for sale at conference so you can “try before you 
buy.” Prices will range from $300 to $500 depending on the 
quality of the machine.

Announcements
VOTE IS OPEN IN FABA ELECTIONS

The FABA 2026 ballot is set, with candidates running for reelection for 
four posts, and an important-post-to-be-filled also on the ballot. Please visit 
www.blacksmithing.org/elections to cast your vote in FABA's 2026 elec-
tions! Or email your vote to Tia Kitchen at secretary@blacksmithing.org. 
The deadline to vote is 

•	 Treasurer: Dawn Fortenberry 
•	 Editor: Jennifer Jhon
•	 Program Chairperson: ____________________
•	 SE Trustee: Steve Silvers
•	 NE Trustee: Ben Thompson 

http://www.blacksmithing.org/elections
mailto:secretary%40blacksmithing.org?subject=FABA%202026%20Vote
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I was privileged to be awarded a $500 ABANA scholar-
ship this year. I applied so I could use the scholarship mon-
ey to take a class with Jordan Borstelmann, at Crooked Path 
Forge, in Gainesville, FL (www.crookedpathforge.org). 

Jordan makes a Viking-era axe by folding over the head 
around a mandrel and then forge-welding a high carbon 
steel bit between the mild steel fold. I had never made this 
type of axe, and although I could go into a long discussion 
about how this is done, Jordan has already supplied a better 
description that I could write, in the pages of the ABANA 
Hammer’s Blow (Winter 2025). You can get an even more 
in-depth look at how Jordan forges these axes and his 
tooling with his book, Forging A Viking-era Bearded Axe, 
by Jordan Borstelmann. I have a copy, and it is a great read 
with detailed step-by-step instructions.

In addition to Jordan Borstelmann’s excellent work, 
there are plenty of videos on the topic. With this much 
information available, why would I want to take a class 
(or why would you want to take a class)? After all I’m an 
experienced instructor blacksmith myself. So, the question 
is valid.

Here’s what I really learned. Over-the-shoulder instruc-
tion answers questions you can never get from a book or 
a video. With an instructor beside you, who has probably 
made hundreds of axes, you have someone to give you tips 
and pointers and keep you on the right path to finish the 
project. He/she has made the mistakes so you don’t have 
to. Something as simple as “hold the hammer this way” 
can make all the difference between a nice axe and another 
candidate for the scrap bucket of shame.

For example, I brought my own tongs and rounding 
hammer to the class. Jordan teaches in his book to make a 
set of knee tongs; however, I thought my 90° tongs would 
work just fine for the job. Jordan, with a wry grin, said “go 
ahead.” That attempt failed because the 90° tongs could not 
hold the back of the axe head correctly. I wound up putting 
too much stress on the cheeks, causing them to crack. 

Jordan knew it was coming and what followed was an 
in-depth discussion that would have taken 10 pages in a 
book. Your YouTube instructor would never even be there 
to answer the question because you would not have known 
how to ask. 

Throughout our 2-day class, my son and I had many 
opportunities to explore the “why” and “how” of not only 
making a Viking-era axe but also questions on history, met-
allurgy, shop tools, and even how to teach difficult process-
es. The session on how to sharpen with a 2x72 alone was 
worth the price of admission.

In a previous lifetime, I was a USAF fighter pilot. We had 
a phrase that captures why my time with Jordan Borstel-
mann was so valuable: “A pilot can have 10,000 hours of  

ABANA Scholarship Report

Jordan Borstelmann and David Sandlin will both be at the 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association convention held in 
Gainesville, FL, at the Best Western Gateway Grand, this 
October 16-18. Demonstrators are Architectural Blacksmith Joe 
Davis and Master Bladesmith Steve Schwarzer along with the 
FABA artistic forging demonstration team. During the three 
days, there will also be over 25 classes for blacksmithing and 
related arts. Put it on your calendar and gain some valuable 
experience!

experience, or they can have 1 hour of experience 10,000 
times.” Taking a class gives you opportunities to discover 
and learn in ways you would never achieve on your own. 
Gain experience, not repetition.

ABANA GRANT DETAILS
For active ABANA members, ABANA offers two types 

of grants, one educational ($500) and one for members to 
attend a Conference/Public Event ($250). I applied online 
at Grants – ABANA for an education grant. The process is 
rather simple and entails nothing more than filling out a 
form. These grants can be used for:

•	 Blacksmithing class tuition or blacksmithing college 
degree program

•	 Participation fees (entry fees/booth fees)
•	 Travel costs associated with blacksmithing program 

or the event (gas/flight/hotel)
•	 Materials & supplies for educational purposes or 

those required to participate in the event or needed 
for public demo purposes

Too bad members can only apply every two years or 
I’d use the funds to attend the next FABA convention. The 
grants are given on 6-month cycles.

http://www.crookedpathforge.org
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Project Report

Each summer I have an opportunity to escape the Flori-
da heat and retreat to “Gamal Färnör” for a month of cooler 
weather in Sweden (high around 72°F each day). 

Gamal Färnör is our farm; it has been in my bride’s side 
of the family for five generations, and recently we become 
the stewards. The farm house was built in 1928; electricity 
and running water were both after-thoughts brought in 
long after the home was constructed. So with harsh winters 
wearing on the buildings and much improvement needing 
to be accomplished to bring things up to modern standards, 
there is always a lot of work to be done. Hence, our annual 
trips to Sweden are actually working vacations.

In the book “Swedish Blacksmithing” by Karl-Gunnar 
Noren and Lars Enander (IUSBN 919756348X), the first 
project for the apprentice blacksmith after he has studied 
the basics is to forge a candleholder. The discussion be-
tween the master and the apprentice on crafting of this 
project concludes: “I suppose the apprentice’s next task is to 
forge zillions of these, to give to friends and acquaintances.” 
To which the master replies: “You guessed it.” (Page 86)

Making candlehold-
ers is a great project. 
Complex enough to 
challenge, small enough 
so as to not take up a lot 
of material, and a great 
gift or craft show sales 
item. But candleholders 
don’t have to be simple. 
In Sweden the crafting 
of candleholders has 
been taken to a high art 
form.

Konstsmed is part of 
the Emans Eco Muse-
um. In 2019 the Smed  

				           celebrated 100 years of  
				           operations. (Smed and 

smide are Swedish variations on the 
word “smithy.”) 

During my first visit to the 
museum in 2018, I saw Lars-Gören 
Larsson’s candleholders on display 
and for sale in the museum store. I 
was taken with their elegance; they 
have a smooth organic flow that re-
minds you of emergent water plants 
at the edge of a pond.

It wasn’t until the summer of 2022 that I got to actually 
meet the artist, Lars-Gören Larsson, at his forge. We talked 
briefly that afternoon. He as working on a long graceful 
candleholder that hung from the ceiling and pierced itself.

With his per-
mission, I took 
pictures and tried 
to copy the design 
at my home forge 
when I got back to 
the USA; well, that 
was an utter failure. 
So, the next year 
I made arrange-
ments to return to 
Konstsmed for a 
full day of obser-
vation and note 
taking. At that time, Lars was in production mode, crafting 
two short candleholders for a craft fair that was coming up 
in two weeks. I got lots of pictures and notes. 

My attempt that year at my home forge was slightly bet-
ter, but it still didn’t hold a candle to Lars’ work. I knew it 
was time to go back to the master and learn some more. 

When I returned in 2024, I visited with Lars again and 
this time asked if I could write this “how to” article about 
him and his candleholders. That is when I found out he had 
been doing his style of candleholder for over 34 years! No 
wonder his work looks so refined.

Lars-Gören Larsson’s notes from 34 years of blacksmithing.

Forging Candle Holders with Lars-Gören Larsson
By David Sandlin, FABA President

Konstsmed: for over 100 years, this Smithy 
has had an active blacksmith.
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One version of Lars’ candle holder starts with a bar 
8mm x 25mm x 45cm long (about 5/15””x 1”x17 ¾”). If you 
choose to start with ¼” x 1” material, plan to upset some 
material back into the bar so you will have enough mass to 
make the sconce that will hold the candle.

Note the marks on the side of the forge, they help with layout.
This version of candle holder starts by heating the bar 

about 15 cm (6”) from one end. I note that Lars’ does all 
his work with charcoal. This may account for why his work 
is so clean, but then too he has a lot of experience with his 
forge. Lars’ advises to heat the steel up to a dull orange and 
turn off the air to let the heat soak in. Set the bar on the 
edge of the anvil and make an isolation blow at the 15cm 
(6”) point, as shown below.

From the notch, start drawing out material toward the 
end of the bar. Draw the material out square, 8mm x 8mm 
(5/16” x 5/16”) but leave the last 10cm (4”) in a flat trian-
gle shape. Round out the drawn-out section, which will be 
around 20cm (just shy of 8”) long.

Set the isolation point and start drawing out.

Next focus on the remaining triangle at the end. Using a 
cross-pean hammer and the horn of the anvil thin and flair 
this section until you have a shape that is 13cm-15cm long 
and 7.5cm-10cm wide at the widest part (5”-6” long and 
3”-4” wide). Keep in mind the size of candle you intend to 
use this candle holder for. The US “standard” candle is 7/8” 
in diameter, that equates to a circumference of 2¾”, and you 
don’t want the candleholder to just barely grip the candle. 
About 3” wide will give you a 1” circle at the top; 4” wide 
will give you a 1¼” circle at the top.

(Left) The future cone will look something 
like this. (above) Shaping the flared end 
prior to rounding.

Step over to the shears and 
clip the corners of the flair round, 
then grind or file the end to a 
smooth curve.

Now you are ready to make the triangle into a cone. If 
you do not have a swedge, you can use the step of the anvil 
to get the flared part of the bar into a cone shape. Lars-
Gören made the swedge you see pictured below over a 
decade ago. Note how he alternates between the cross-pean 
on the swedge and the flat of the hammer on the face of the 
anvil.

Making the cone shape to hold the candle.

Project Report
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Working with a swedge block (above). 
Alternately, the step of the anvil can be 
used.

Work the steel between the 
swedge and the mandrel to get 
a smooth tapered cone shape. 
Return to the heat and using a 
mandrel that is about the diame-
ter of your candle, 25cm (1”) and 
tapered for 10cm (4”) to finish 
getting the form you need. 

Once you are happy with the 
cone shape, it is optional to roll 
back the edge so the cone looks 
even more like a calla lily.

Take time to line up the split in 
the cone with the round bar below 
the cone so everything makes a 
smooth transition. 

Project Report

The form for the final  
shaping of the cone (above).
Line up the cone with the 
axis of the work (below).

Now it is time to turn your attention to the other end of 
the bar. Heat the bar for the last 5cm (2”) and start a long, 
long taper, drawing out of 40cm (15 ¾”) this is a 4 sided 
taper bringing the tip down to 3mm x 3mm (1/8”x1/8”). 
This will leave approximately 20cm (7 7/8”) of the bar “un-
scathed.”

Start like this (above) and bend like this (below).

The next step is to selectively heat the corner of the bar 
where the rounded part connects to the untouched part of 
the bar. Capture the untouched part of the bar in a vice and 
turn the rounded section “up” 90°.

Using a post vice is a big help, this can also be done on the side of the anvil 
but making the square corner requires more work.

The last step in the process is to shape the stand. Heat 
the previously unheated section of the bar and using the 

horn of the anvil, 
hammer a nice 
sweeping curve, 
about a 15cm (6”) 
diameter open 
circle.

Heat again and 
smooth the curve 
with a tweaking bar. 

The finishing 
touch is to reverse 
the curve at the end. All ways are good, except the bad 

ones (above). The form Lars uses.
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The tweaking bar is a big help.
You will then need to set the candle holder on a dead flat 

surface and tap it several times to get everything to sit flat 
and make it stand perpendicular. Granted Lars does doz-
ens of variations of these candle holders a year so he has a 
scrolling form to make this process progress more quickly. 
But it can be done free hand, it just requires more time.

So, have I made one of these candle holders? Well, al-
most. I probably need to make “to forge zillions of these, to 
give to friends and acquaintances” before I’m really good. 
But then, practice will make me better, and next year when 
I visit Lars-Gören Larsson’s 100-year-old shop, I will have 
pictures to show him and he will have yet another dozen 
variations to inspire me. Lars-Gören Larsson with a few dozen of his candle holders for sale.

DAMASCUS SPONSORS 
David Sandlin - Traditions Workshop - Ft. Walton Beach, FL
Jake Pytlik - Warehouse Services Inc. - Naples, FL
Doug Hayes - Iron Osprey Forge - St. Augustine, FL
Benchmark Abrasives - Flagstaff, AZ

STEEL SPONSORS
Greg Hagen - Holland Anvils - Holland, MI
John Elliot - Blacksmith Supply - Chester, VA
Michael Oliver - Turn and Burn Metalworks - Lakeland, FL
Mission San Luis - Tallahassee, FL
Danny Cornwell - Panama City Beach, FL

Support our FABA business members
IRON SPONSORS  
Scott Brown - Medieval Smith - Land O' Lakes, FL
Jordan Borstelmann - Crooked Path Forge - Gainesville, FL
Rick Smith - Gainesville, FL 
Nicole Horenstein - High Springs, FL 
Mark Fillmore - Naples, FL
Cameron LaFrance - Micco, FL

Interested in being a FABA sponsor or expanding your sponsor listing? 
Contact FABA President David Sandlin at President@blacksmithing.org 
and include your business name, tag line, and contact information.

mailto:President%40blacksmithing.org?subject=FABA%20Sponsorship
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FABA Scholarships

This scholarship was established to honor the memory 
of Jerry Grice, one of our charter members. Its purpose 
is to further the craft of blacksmithing, and any FABA 
member who has been in good standing for at least one 
year qualifies to apply. The $1,000 award may be divided 
evenly amongst multiple winners. If a single winner, the 
award is limited to the actual cost or $1,000, whichever 
is lesser. It may be used for materials, tuition, lodging 
and transportation (paid at the rate of 43.2 cents per mile 
or the actual cost of public transportation, whichever is 
lesser).

A letter of application or a detailed email may be 
submitted provided the applicant answers the following 
questions:

1. What is your name, address and phone number?

2. How much experience in blacksmithing do you 
have?

3. How will this instruction help you with your black-
smithing craft?

4. What is the name of the school you wish to attend?

5. What is the name of the course and the name of the 
instructor teaching the class?

6. What costs will be incurred (tuition, lodging, trans-
portation, etc.)?

Note: By accepting the Jerry Grice Scholarship, the 
applicant agrees to provide a demonstration of learned 
skills during a regular FABA meeting, and to write an 
article concerning the learning experience, including a 
“how-to” portion, for publication in the Clinker Breaker 
within 6 months of completing the class.

The next item is not required but strongly suggested: 
An item should be made with the new knowledge and 
offered for auction at the Annual Conference.

Completed letters of application or emails should be 
sent to John Butler, Chair, FABA Scholarship Committee, 
777 Tyre Road, Havana, FL 32333 or  
jgbutler@sprintmail.com.

Deadline for receipt is Dec. 31, 2026. 

Three finalists will be recommended to the Board. The 
decision of the Board shall be final, and the successful 
applicant(s) will be notified after the vote. 

The scholarship amount of $1,000 may be split evenly 
among multiple candidates if deemed so by the FABA 
Board of Directors.

Jerry Grice Scholarship deadline Dec. 31

 FABA Veterans Scholarship
The FABA Veterans' Scholarship Fund was established to help veterans to experience the world of blacksmithing. The 

intent is to assist veterans to get started in the craft with an experienced teacher to provide a guiding hand at the start of 
the journey, maximizing their learning experience. As such, it is not intended for those with intermediate or advanced 
skills to hone their craft – rather to assist beginners to learn the basics or to advance to some intermediate skills. First pri-
ority will be given to first-time students or early beginner level classes, and then to intermediate level courses.

1.	 Recipients must be veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces (Navy, Air Force, Army, Marines, Coast Guard, Space Force). 
Individuals must be able to provide proof of current service or honorable discharge with active duty ID or DD214.

2.	 Scholarship will reimburse 80% of a blacksmithing class/course(s) registration fee up to $150 upon completion of 
the course, whichever is less. (For example, if the course(s) cost $200, 80% of that is $160, so the awardee would 
receive $150; if the course(s) cost is $175 then the awardee would receive $140.) Formula for determining award: 
Registration fee(s) $_______ X 0.80 = _______ TOTAL (awardee would receive $150 or less of total course registra-
tion costs).

3.	 The coursework must be considered to be directly related to blacksmithing (not welding/fabrication). The FABA 
Scholarship Committee reserves the right to determine which coursework is appropriate during the review process.

Get full scholarship and application information at www.blacksmithing.org/scholarships

http://www.blacksmithing.org/scholarships
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FABA Officers

FABA Membership Application: Membership begins when your application and $30 membership fee is received. 
Membership is per family and lasts one year. Use your credit card to join or renew your FABA Membership via WIX by going to 
www.blacksmithing.org and clicking the JOIN FABA button to access the Square payment system. 
OR send the below application and your check to “FABA” for $30 to FABA's temporary Membership Secretary at:   
NAME 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
ADDRESS                                                                                           CITY                                   ZIP
PHONE                                                  CELL                                                   EMAIL
DATE                                  NEW           RENEWAL              I want B&W Newsletter by mail (quarterly)           OR Color Newsletter by Email

FABA Membership Secretary, 
C/O Fortenberry
1078A Four Forks Rd. 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
David Sandlin, President
114 Choctaw Cove
Valparaiso, FL 32580
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