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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

FABA Banner Contest:  FABA

will be conducting a contest to

design a banner for our guild.

Everyone is invited to participate.

The banner designs will be

displayed at this year’s FABA

Annual Conference in October

and the winning design will be

chosen by you at that time.  Four banners will then be

constructed and one will be given to each region to display at

regional events or when traveling out of state and

representing our guild.

The banner contest rules:

O ne en try p er  FA B A

member.  The actual banner

size will be 22 inches wide by

36 inches long with a split

bottom.  Designs can be

scaled down.  It can have up

to three colors and must have

the words Florida Artist

Blacksmith Association (or

Assoc.) and an anvil on it.

Other art can be included.

Entries can be mailed to

Skeeter Prather, Banner

Contest Coordinator, at 2816

Terry Road, Tallahassee,

Florida 32312 or brought to

t h e  F A B A  A n n u a l

C o n f e re n ce  b y  F r id a y

October 12, 2007.  FABA members will be allowed one

vote for their favorite design.  The voting will begin

Saturday morning so please have your art in by then.  The

ballots will be counted and the winning design announced

just prior to the start of the auction on Saturday evening. 

Conference:  And speaking of the FABA conference, this

year’s event is starting to take shape.  The two main

demonstrators will be Richard Sheppard from West

Virginia and Mickey Wise from Jack, Alabama.  Richard

will show you a host of techniques and tooling that will

turn your art into heirlooms and Mickey Wise will put an

edge on your bladesmithing skills.  

Hero:  One of our FABA members demonstrated an act of

heroism that should not go unnoticed.  While Skeeter

Prather was standing on a ladder at a house under

construction, a heavy board started to slide off the roof

straight towards the head of a pretty young lady.  Without

fear or a thought for his own safety, Skeeter leapt for the

board and pushed it away just in time to save the lady

from certain disaster.  In the process Skeeter ripped open

his hammering hand resulting in many stitches and quite

a loss of blood.  As no good deed goes unpunished,

Skeeter now has to explain to Lou what he was doing out

in the woods with a pretty young lady!).

Safety tip:  OK I’ll add just one more.  Don’t press a flat

piece of stock down on a belt sander.  It will fly off and

you will sand the tips of your fingers off.  I always

suspected that would hurt a lot but I was wrong.  It hurts

a lot worse than that!

Ed Aarons

Steve Bloom

Ron Childers

Billy Christie

Bill Robertson

Jerry Wolfe
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always
welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billy Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

NE Region - June 02

SW Region - June 23

June 2007

NE 02 Steve Bloom’s shop - near Archer-See Pg.3

NW 09  Rob and Valynda Nichols shop in Monticello, FL. From I-10 at Lloyd (Exit #217, Hwy. 59) turn South onto

Hwy. 59.  Take the first left, which is Old Lloyd Rd (Hwy. 158B).  Go 6.5 miles and on right is brick house

with blue roof with a red metal barn.  Mailbox is on the left, 3007 Old Lloyd Road, Monticello, FL..

SE 16 Boy Scout Camp: info from The 2004 Conference  will get you there.-New path: from I-95 exit go east onto

Indiantown Rd, go north (left) onto Island Way (1st traffic light). Stay on it until it ends at Country Club

Dr-go left--It ends at the entrance to Boy Scout Camp. 

SW  23 Meeting at Wolfe Forge - 9AM: Come see "The BEST of Madison" - Those who attend the SBA Blacksmith

Conference will bring back something and share.  Expect nice things such as a gun barrel, knife, sculpture,

some forge welding - or at least some pictures of the work. Bring Iron in the Hat item  and a lunch item to

share
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Current Events
NW  Jun 02 (See report below)

Future  Events

SE until further notice - Boy Scout camp

NW  Jul 14 P a n h a n d l e  P i o n e e r  S e t t l e m e n t ,

Blountstown, FL  Project Work Day

NW Aug 11 Mike Bettinger’s Welding, Tallahassee

NW Sep 08 Skeeter & Lou Prather’s shop in

Tallahassee, FL

NW Oct  Annual Conference in Barberville, FL

Report from the Northeast

Steve Bloom & Ron Childers

At the June meeting at my shop,

Ron will be demonstrating  a

"quick & dirty" Viking ax and a

water pipe Zulu spear. I will be

unveiling a 20-ton moving-frame

hydraulic press (see picture to the

right) and we both may be showing

how to fabricate tongs.

The traditional chilli will be

provided and remember to bring

your contributions to “Buck-in-the-

Bucket”. Also, check out the ‘For

Sale” items in this issue.

Report from the Northwest

Billy Christie

April 14, 2007 Meeting: We had a great April meeting with

28 blacksmiths in attendance at the Panhandle Pioneer

Settlement in Blountstown, FL. Dan Tull from Dan Ts’

Inferno in Newnan, Georgia was our feature demonstrator.

He demonstrated “Blacksmith Tricks of the Trade” which

was a very informative demonstration on making and using

different tools and jigs for your shop. Some of the tools he

had he uses for demonstrating outside his shop and are very

easy to build and extremely useful. One great tool was a

Hardy Hole that fits his hardies and can be placed in any leg

vise.  Also, another one for using if the Hardy Hole is too

big is using a piece of angle iron split in the center down a

half inch then folding over the cut metal to rest in the Hardy

Hole.  As always, a very informative meeting.  Thanks Dan!

Linda Smith and her helpers prepared a lunch fit for a king.

They had tender, tasty ham, baked beans, potato salad, lima

beans, and other great items, including desserts.  

During lunch we had some ‘pickin and grinnin’ with Clyde

Payton playing his symphony harmonica, Preacher (Jim

Labolito) on the guitar, and Aaron Peck on the fiddle.

The “Iron In The Hat” brought in $131.00…thanks for the

help Mark Stone and Linda Holbrook.  Preacher and Vince

Labolito had the open forge going strong all day long.  Nice

job!

See you soon….Happy Hammering!

Report from the Southeast

Ed Aarons

Sorry that I didn't send the news from the last 2 meetings.

Was sick March and went turkey hunting with my son in

April.

 We were asked to demonstrate blacksmithing at the "Family

Mega Scout Show" April 5th at Tradition Field in Pt. Saint

Lucie. Keith and Nadine Andrews, Jan Dion, Ralph and

Nathan Nettles and yours truly did our best to show the

scouts and their visitors what blacksmithing is all about.  I

think the forge exploding will keep them coming back for

more. They thought that was neater that what we were trying

to do.. We need to have an anvil shoot. The weather was

pretty hot!

It is almost too hot to do any blacksmithing, but per Keith,

we plan on holding our monthly meeting..May 19th. I may

not attend, but will send an email to request anyone willing

to send a News update for March, April and May.  The

membership would like to thank the Reynolds' and the

Yockey's for hosting March and April...

If anyone is willing to instruct the Boy Scouts in July, please

let me know... Will probably be Thursday or Friday for 5

consecutive weeks.  Even 1 day would be helpful.

Or part of one day... 

Our future meetings will be held at the Boy Scout Camp

(Tanah Keeta) until further notice 

Report from the Southwest

Jerry Wolfe

The April 28th meeting was attended by 15; who enjoyed an

excellent presentation of aluminum sculpture work by Susan

Dunsmoor.  Susan has

produced many works of art

for Arts Work in Miami and

talked thru many of the

p ro jec ts  from  o rigina l

concept to final product.  The

design phase for many of the

plants and animals involves

going to the books and

getting good pictures to work

from so the elements are

realistic. Susan produces two

d imensiona l and  th ree

dimensional elements such as herons, egrets, palms, turtles,
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sting rays, palms, leaves, and other elements to complete a

Florida theme scene for gates, railings or free sculptures.

Once a pattern is established

and cut out; the forming is

normally done with a

“ P u l l m a x ”  o r  p o w e r

hammer, but can be done by

hand or other means. The

finishing of the sculpture

in v o l v e s  e i t h e r

t e x t u r i n g  o r

pain t ing.  One

technique to get a

green patina starts

with a black satin

base coat of Benjamin Moore Iron

Clad, then sprayed with a 4 to 1

mixture of Benjamin Moore flat

green (621) with water, then spray

with water to get the right texture.

Another technique

uses a low luster black

b a s e  t h e n  u s e

“interference” paints

from Liquitex Acrylic

which reveals very

nice colors with metal

texturing.  Also dry

brushing of gold enamel gives nice highlights on twisted rail

elements or leaves.  A lot of good techniques were

demonstrated; now we must all try them on our own work.

Thanks Susan. 

For Sale

Available at the NW meeting

will be a filing machine

($75), a portable coal forge

($100), a belt-driven blower

($50), and treadle hammers

components (springs, top &

bottom plates, and an anvil)

($25).

For free will be a number of

2-foot fluorescent lights with

Gro-Lux bulbs (just don’t

get caught growing pot) and two five gallon buckets of wood

ash (for those needing to make a ‘hot’ box.

 A Complete Working Guide for the Beginning

Blacksmith : Blacksmithing Fundamentals

 This 200 page, 8 by 11 soft covered book with a lay flat

binding is ideal for use in the shop.  The book stresses the

importance of using sound technique without the need for

modern tools using ageless techniques.  

            The book is divided into four sections.  Section I,

Aspects of Blacksmithing, discusses items such as shop

set-up, blacksmithing tools, building a forge, fuel and

design.  In discussing shop set-up, the author looks at three

shops the predate the 20th century.  Section II, Techniques

and Procedures, delves into hammer technique, heating

principles and concerns, forge welding and heat treating.

The blacksmith will find this section particular interesting as

the author discusses a new technique of forge welding: the

round scarf.  Section III, Lessons, takes the reader through

21 progressive lessons that build upon one another using

detailed diagrams, photos and articulate descriptive narrative

in a step-by-step methodology.  These lessons have been

proven time and time again in a workshop setting through

many years of instruction.  Section IV, References, brings

together essential information ranging from forge welding

flux recipes from the 1800’s to tables on metals.    The book

was written by heritage blacksmith Don MacKay and

features comprehensive information, 21 detailed lessons and

over 100 pictures and diagrams.

            This book is ideal book for libraries, blacksmithing

associations, historic sites, museums, colleges, school and

many other institutions.  This detailed book sells for $37.00

which includes shipping to anywhere in North America!!

Also, it can be purchased on CD for the same price.  For an

additional $15.00, a CD of the book can be purchased with

the buying of a book.  The CD allows the owner to print out

pages for separate use, although no modifications can be

made to the book.

            The book can be purchased with cheque, cash,

money order or credit card.  All credit card orders are made

through Paypal buy

purchasing the book

on Ebay with the

BuyNow option.  Don

M a c K a y  ca n  b e

r e a c h e d  b y :

blacksmithingfundam

entals@yahoo.com or

Don Mackay, 1246

Black Lake North

Shore Rd.  R.R. #3

Perth, Ontario, K7H

3C5.

Memorial Plaque at Barberville
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