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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Spring is here and one of the
highlights for FABA members is
the April statewide meeting. This
year it will be held on April 14 at
the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
in Blountstown, FL. Our
demonstrator for the day will be
Dan Tull of Dan T’s Forge,
Newnan, Georgia. Read all about the upcoming event in this
issue’s News from the Northwest.

Patty and I just returned from another great week at the John
C. Campbell Folk School in North Carolina. This time
instead of taking a class I taught a beginning blacksmith class.
Patty took a class in book binding. I think I had more fun
teaching then taking. It was quite refreshing teaching
beginners as they actually believed everything I told them.
No one was pointing out my flaws and throwing things at me
like they do at our regional meetings. Juan Holbrook was my
able assistant and kept me from getting too out of line. We
had twelve students and twelve forge welds. (They were
never told that people consider them hard to do). The
pictures are a few examples of some projects these creative
beginn
e r s
designe
d and
were
able to
execute

You may wonder what would motivate Patty to take a book
making class. For some reason she didn’t want to pay to
learn anything more from me so she picked that class
because the book covers were being made from copper and
nickelsilver plate and involved experimenting with various
non toxic patinas and inks to color the metal. Her class
came up with some incredible colors. Too bad our Clinker
Breaker is in black and white otherwise I could show you
the results. I can’t wait to see the effect of these accents
when they are incorporated into our iron projects. Maybe
you can talk Patty into showing you her finished book and
sample pieces, and get her to demonstrate how it is done at
a future meeting. On top of everything--the good food, the
mountains, being around other artists--we even had a
couple of days of snow to play in.

In last month’s issue of the Clinker Breaker there was
information on how to apply for this year’s Walt Anderson
Scholarship to attend a school like the one at the John C.
Campbell Folk School. Don’t let this opportunity slip by.
(The info is also on the website - Editor)

In addition to the statewide
meeting and our week of spring
up here, April is also the month
most of us need to pay our
membership dues. Please check
your mailing label to see if it’s
time for you to renew. Ifso, send
a check for $25 to Juan
Holbrook, FABA Treasurer,
6418 NW 97 Court, Gainesville,
FL 32653.
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Upcoming Events

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always
welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com

Northwest Region: Billy Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net

Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com

Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com
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Current Events

SW Apr28 Wolfe’s Forge

:Susan Dunsmoor will be demonstrating the making and
finishing of aluminum sculptures. The demo will highlight
techniques of forging and shaping aluminum, texturing
aluminum, and finishes with patinas for appearance and
corrosion protection.  Susan is a graduate of The Art
Institute of Philadelphia and has sculpture experience at
New Castle Iron and Arts Work in the Miami area. Susan
will demonstrate techniques to make aluminum look like
bronze and many other finishing techniques. Susan has
experience with many architectural projects including gates,
railing and sculptures using various materials and
manufacturing techniques. The finishing for appearance and
corrosion protection is an important portion of the project
and some tips will be discussed Bring Iron in the Hat item

Future Events

NE May 05 Ronnie Fowler’s shop - Ft.McCoy

NW May 12 Rex & Mary Ellen Anderson’s shop in
Monticello,FL.

NE Jun02 Steve Bloom’s shop - near Williston, F1

SE until further notice - Boy Scout camp

Report from the Northwest
Billy Christie

On February 10th the NW meeting was held at Juan & Linda
Holbrook’s

Forge in

Gainesville, FL.

We got off to a

slow start but

ended up with

45 people

signing in.

WOW!

Our guest demonstrator

was Eric Velleca of

Velleca Metal Design of

Loxahatchee, FL. Eric

was assisted by Jordan

Thomas. Eric’s project

was to make a steel

sculpture; this is the

second of a “Gear

Series”. He started with

a piece of steel plate

that was %2 thick by 4”

wide by about 8” long. Using the power hammer he forged
out both ends to long tapers, then using different size custom
dies. Eric & Jordan forged in cogs to simulate gear teeth.
It’s hard to explain, you had to be there.
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Due to all of the
neat stuff, including
five hand forged
items, The “Iron In
The Hat” brought
in $106. Thanks
Mark Stone and
Linda Holbrook for

all your
help. Way
to go!!
Clyde
Payton
t h e n
auctioned
off a hand
made anvil

stepping

stone made by Linda
Holbrook for $65 and a
hand forged dinner bell
made by Mike
Bettinger for $65.

Lunch was delicious.

We had homemade

chili with great side

dishes and desserts. 1

had to leave early and

by leaving at lunchtime

I missed the afternoon

festivities; but, I heard everything turned out great. Nice
job.

Our feature demonstrator at the Statewide Meeting on April
14th at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown,
FL will be Dan Tull of Newnan, Ga. Dan has been
blacksmithing since 1988 and maintains his studio, Dan T.’s
Inferno, in West Central Georgia. Dan specializes in custom
hardware, furniture, and art. He enjoys teaching in his shop
and working with local colleges in continuing education. He
has taught at John C. Campbell Folk School and
demonstrated across the south. He is active in the guild
system and is on the board of two Georgia blacksmith
guilds.

Hope to see you at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement.
Happy Hammering! (Photos by Juan Holbrook)

Report from the Southeast

Eric Velleca

S.E. Quarterly meeting 2007 at Velleca Metal Design started
Friday evening with open forges and with Jerry Wolfe, John
Hargett, Bill Roberts, and Tom Kennedy.




(John Medwedeff) was’nt fazed a
bit, he said it felt good. He had a
point, considering that he came
from ten degrees in Murphysboro.

Duff started with a slide show,
thanks to Juan Holbrook’s loan of
his slide projector. He showed
slides of his work, along with
places of interest that he’s been in
his 20+ years as an
artist-blacksmith /sculptor. It was

gone as smoothly
with out her.
Thirty-four people
signed in, but I
counted forty-five
in line for lunch.
The credit for who
came the farthest to
see Duff, went to
David Ponsler and
the “ Art Duffeau “
fan club. They
came from
Jacksonville with “
Duff or Bust “ on
the side of their
SUV.

We gathered later

in Eric’s office to
socialize. Eric left
for the airport
around 11:00pm to
pick up our
featured
demonstrator, John
Medwedeff of
Murphysboro, Ill.

We woke Saturday
to frost on the
ground, a severe
shock in South
Florida. “ Duff “
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Afterwards Duff started his demo, the making ofa sculptural
maquette. He had five pieces of plasma cut sheet steel that
he brought with him from Illinois. He used two of them for
the base, and shaped the remaining three into the curves and
twists that produce the graceful

flowing lines that have made him

famous, and led some to term his

style “ Art Duffeau “. The forge

was lit, but more for warmth than

use, as he did almost all of his

shaping cold. He said that most of

his large work is done cold, as it is

cost prohibitive to heat it. He has

a variety of means for shaping the

metal, including cranes, rollers,

presses, sheet metal hammers, and

anything else that’ll get the job

done. For example, he showed a

slide of himself and two helpers

beating a large piece of bronze into the ground with baseball
bats to achieve a desired curve. His inline bending forks
really caught my attention (see drawing). Duff finished
around 4:00pm to a standing ovation followed by more open
forge time.

After dinner we lit Eric’s bonfire and socialized until one big
fire was a little one. We woke up to a warmer day Sunday,
but it was still ridiculously cold for South Florida. Duff
explained that he was making scrolls to show us how
scrolling techniques are applicable to things other than just

informative and
enjoyable.

Lunch was chilli and
vegetable soup provided
by Eric, along with a
hodge-podge of
contributions. Our thanks
to Mrs. Anne Reynolds,
as lunch would not have

scrolls. Something he said that I'll always remember, is that

air is free, so use it. Wrap the
metal around it, and make it part
of the piece. Pizza was delivered
for lunch as he finished his fourth
scroll, so it was the last one.

After lunch Duff talked about
drawing, and it’s importance in
metalwork. David Ponsler had a
drawing in progress with him, so
Duff used it as an example of
what a drawing should convey.
He then did a few quick sketches
and said “practice”.

Talk afterwards led to an
engraving and inlaying demo.
That marked the end of the
weekend, but you don’t stop
learning with a guy like Duff.
Folks had to leave, but they
carried with them the memories
of an incredible weekend of
getting to be up close to a world
class demonstrator.

(Photos by Bill Roberts)
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