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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

It is with great sadness that I

report the passing of way too

many of our FABA members,

Mike Sluss, Melinda Sluss, Tom

Winterhalter and Ray Roberts.

Ray served as our President

during the 1996-1997 term and

was the only FABA President I

know of that made a commitment to attend every regional
meeting throughout the State during his tenure. Mike and
Melinda were active NE region members who perished in
their home when a tornado swept through their area in early
February. Tom was a long time Ohio blacksmith member
who recently moved to the SW region. For more information
about their lives and their memorials please see the articles
submitted by their friends in this issue. Tim Ryan (the
auctioneer at our FABA conferences) started a nice tradition
at the Southern Blacksmith Association conference that takes
place in Madison, Georgia every two years. A quiet moment
is observed and recognition is given to our fellow smiths from
the seven participating guilds that have passed away. This is
followed by the anvil shoot to help insure they all get headed
in the right direction. The Madison conference will be held
this year, May 17-19, at the Lions Club Fairgrounds in
Madison, Georgia.

I am very pleased this month to report that we have
candidates for all of the upcoming 2008 board positions.
Please excuse the confusion I may have created in last months
issue as I believe I ranted about the need for 2007 volunteers
when I meant 2008. But hey, it worked. I won’t mention the
candidate’s names just yet as | hope additional members will

step forward. I should mention that four out of the five
candidates are from the NW region. I have heard some
grumblings over the years of “those people in the NW that
rule FABA”. 1 believe there can only be one way that
happens.

All ofthe current candidates have agreed, even though they
know they may not get elected, to learn what the positions
involve and be mentored by the current officers. This is the
way it should work. We are now trying to establish this
philosophy for the FABA conference jobs. Recognizing
the extent that some of'the conference jobs entail, the board
of directors, at the October 2006 meeting, voted to wave
the registration fee this year for conference volunteers
whose duties span a day and prevent them from viewing the
demonstrations.

In closing I would like to take a minute to recognize and
thank some of the FABA volunteers who, working behind
the scenes, don’t receive the amount of appreciation and
thanks they deserve; John and Dot Butler who have been
working tirelessly on putting together this year’s Madison
conference, Jeff Mohr who is organizing the special project
for the event, Skeeter Prather for chairing yet another year
on the scholarship and awards committee as well as being
our chapter historian and the countless other tasks he takes
on, Steve Bloom for putting out this great newsletter every
month (with little input to work from), to our regional
coordinators who organize and oversee our meetings every
month and to the rest [ can’t name here because Patty hates
my run-on sentences and I think this one is close to
approaching a new record.
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Upcoming Events

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The
actual dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always
welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay
all day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 Ironken@aol.com
Northwest Region: Billy Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswoodforge@earthlink.net
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com
\
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Current Events

Payton’s Forge - see NW report below

Lerios Machine Shop in Tarpon Springs. Nick
Toth is a recognized Florida Folk Heritage crafter
and will be demonstrating techniques in making
diving helmets used in the sponge industry. Nick
learned these techniques from his grandfather who
came to Tapron Springs in 1905 to supply
equipment for the sponge industry. Nick has many
tools of the trade to show the techniques of making
these helmets. Directions: Tarpon Springs —
Alternate US 19; One block north of Dodecanese
Blvd; East side of Pinellas Ave; Before you go
over the bridge; Directly across from Bridge
Lounge

NW Mar 10
SW  Mar 24

Future Events

NW Apr14 Statewide meeting at The Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement in Blountstown, FL.

SE  Apr2l1 Pete and Carolyn Yockey's Home

SW Apr28 Wolfe Forge - Sculptures with aluminum by Susan
Dunsmoor from Arts Work in Miami.

NW May 12 Rex & Mary Ellen Anderson’s shop in

Monticello,FL.

Report from the Northwest
Billy Christie

The NW Region had a first-class meeting at Mockingbird Forge in
Crawfordville, FL thanks to our host/hostess Jeff and Brooke Mohr.
Thirty-four people signed in for this pleasant, sunny January 13th
gathering.

Jeff started demonstrating how he makes a horse head fireplace
poker out of %” solid square mild steel then forge welds on a %"
square shaft with forged poker. Next he forged out a great leaf
which became the handle for a fireplace set of tongs. While all of
this was going on, Jeff was also making charcoal out back in a 55
gallon drum. To do this you:

1. Build a small fire-let burn about 1 hour

2. Then add lots of wood in small pieces and let it burn for about 2
hours.

3. Then put it out with water hose

4. This equals charcoal!!

Works great in forge with 2 coal and % charcoal.

“Iron In The Hat” brought in $120.00. Thanks for the help Linda
Holbrook and for all the great stuff (5 hand forged items)! ?

For lunch we had delicious blacksmith chili with all the
trimmings....yum yum! Thank you Brooke and helpers!

After lunch several open forges were going where leaves and other
items were being made.
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Asusual it was a very educational and entertaining meeting. Happy
Hammering!

—March meeting - Clyde Payton--

The Northwest Region will hold its MARCH Regional Meeting on
Saturday, March 10, 2007, from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm at Clyde
and Vi Payton’s shop near Tallahassee and Monticello, Florida.
(Look to this issue for the map.)

We will have three main demonstrations throughout the day —
starting at 9:00 am Clyde Payton will demonstrate making
“twice-nice” kitchen hardware. Nextup will be Dr. Juan Holbrook.
You will recall that last March Bill Robertson gave a talk and
showed us a video on the HenRob Torch — well, this year Juan will
demonstrate how to actually use this torch. He will show us what
this new torch can and cannot do.

Next up will be Charles Pate who will demonstrate how to make a
pair of tongs.

We will also have 2 or 3 work stations set up for a beginner’s class
in the morning and also one class in the afternoon. Be sure to bring
your own eye and ear protection and gloves.

We have also invited several other arts and crafts teachers to come
and show their wares and demonstrate their talents.

The main feature of the meeting at PAYTON FORGE is the
TAILGATE SALES. We always have one gigantic “blacksmith’s
flea market” at the Payton’s and this year will see one even bigger.
So, bring plenty of your hand forged iron work, tools, supplies and
whatever to sell and swap. We will also have an
IRON-IN-THE-HAT drawing — bring an item to donate to it.

Lunch will be served at 12 noon sharp. Please bring a covered dish
to share. Also you may want to bring your own comfortable chair.

If you wish to camp the night before and/or the night after this
meeting there is plenty of room to do so at the Payton’s — tents,
RVs, ormotor homes are welcome. There are also motels available
nearby if you need one.

If you need directions, more information or have questions, call Vi
or Clyde at850/997-3627, or email us at paytonforge@nettally.com
and please be sure to put “FABA Meeting” in the subject line of
any email.

We look forward to seeing you March 10™.

Report from the Southeast
Ed Aarons

Our goal is to get set up at the Boy Scout Camp - Tanah Keeta so
that we can efficiently teach them basic blacksmithing so they can
earn the Metal Working Badge. We erected a metal carport that
Don Shedlock donated to the Boy Scouts prior to the November
meeting. The building and meeting were used to instruct the




Scouts. With
more that 10
Members in

attendance,
the job was
made much
easier.

We also
decided to put
up a metal

shed next to

the carport for

storage of our equipment. Rinker Materials donated enough
concrete to pour the slab and will donate more as we get the site
ready. Trying to schedule some work days to put the shed up, with
any luck, it will be done by the time this is read. I will try to send
some pictures to show our progress and working with the Scouts.

Scouts at work

We still need hosts for future meeting starting with May. If anyone
could provide just the location, Faba will supply the forging
equipment. Don't have to provide food or drinks either. Of course,
anyone with all that is also welcome to host. Please let me know if
you can host a meeting via e-mail or at 561-748-9824.( Ed ).

Report from the Southwest
Jerry Wolfe

The January 27th meeting was a very
interesting demonstration of forming
aluminum as well as plastic conduit.
John Hargett started with “how to
control the heat” on materials to get
the end result desired.  Plastic
conduit can be bent at a 90 degree
with the proper “heat to softer” the
tubing. Aluminum is a bit different
than steel to heat and forge — the
technique used by John was a PSS

device.
This device
is not costly
but very
effective in
demonstrati
ng when
aluminum is
at the proper temperature to forge. When the device leaves a black
mark on the aluminum — it’s ready. Also the “feel” is a tip off —
John says “it’s slippery”. Now the device and where you can get
them. A PSS device is a Paint Stirring Stick obtained at any
hardware or paint store. John did not say whether any brand was
better than the other. John used his “special technique” to make a
leaf from % inch stock. After John’s demo, several folks heated
aluminum in the gas forge and used the PSS device to assure the
proper temperature control. Thanks John for an excellent demo
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Walt Anderson Scholarship

The Walt Anderson Scholarship is now available for the year 2007!
This Scholarship was established by the FABA Board in honor of
the memory of Walt Anderson, one of FABA’s charter members.
The scholarship’s purpose is to further the craft of blacksmithing
and is available to any FABA member in good standing. The
Award is limited to actual cost or $750, whichever is less. The
Award may be used for tuition, materials, room and board and
transportation (paid at a rate of $.29 per mile or actual cost of
public transportation, whichever is less).

The successful applicant must have convinced the FABA Board,
through a written application, that their past experience in
blacksmithing is sufficient background upon which additional
formal training will enhance the applicant’s potential for
furtherance of the craft; and the schooling sought is appropriate to
that purpose. A formal application blank can be obtained from me,
Chair of the Scholarship Committee. However, a simple “Letter of
Application” will suffice provided it contains at least the following:

1. Name, address and phone number of application;

2. Brief statement of past experience in blacksmithing;

3. Brief statement as to how the additional schooling will potentiate
furtherance of the blacksmithing craft;

4. Brief statement as to how the additional schooling will support
the applicant’s personal goal in the craft and art of blacksmithing;
5. Name of the school to be attended;

6. Specific course desired and name of instructor;

7. Costs: tuition, materials, room and board, transportation (and
means of transportation).

Applications should be send to me:
Skeeter Prather, Chair

Scholarship Committee

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
2816 Terry Road

Tallahassee, FL 32312

I’ll happily respond to phone inquires, of course: (850) 386-9246
Deadline for receipt: Saturday, June 11, 2007. The Committee will
carefully evaluate each application and recommend three finalists
to the Board. The decision of the Board will be final. The
successful applicant will be notified promptly..
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