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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Thanks
to everyone who helped
put on another great
conference. Pictures and
details will be in the next
issue.

ABANA update:

An ABANA
relief fund has been
established to help
blacksmiths affected by
Hurricane
Following a discussion and a vote taken at the FABA
general membership meeting, FABA will be donating $500
towards this effort. We thank John Steel, President of the
Pittsburgh Area Artist Blacksmith Association, who
proposed the idea. We encourage individual donations
also; make your checks out to ABANA Relief Fund, PO
Box 816, Farmington, GA 30638.

I am sorry to also report, however, that problems
continue with ABANA. Those of you who were around a
few years ago remember the controversy over anvil shoots
between FABA and the six other Southern chapters that put
on the Madison conference. The issue behind the
controversy was ABANA’s attempt to exert control over
the individual chapters (not about safety or liability). A
line was drawn in the sand (by then FABA president Patty
Draper) when we were told by ABANA that we had to
abide by its ruling not to shoot an anvil at a chapter
blacksmith event. However, FABA, as a Florida non profit
corporation, could not accede its autonomy, its ability to

Katrina.

decide its own business, to another organization. The
result, after several years of fighting, was ABANA’s
acceptance of this fact and a name change from chapters to
affiliates. Jerry Kagele, ABANA board member and
attorney, was one of the ABANA board members behind
ABANA's push for this control over chapters. He used his
access to the ABANA publication “The Anvils Ring” to
promote his agenda and vilify anyone who opposed him.
Well, it seems that Jerry Kagele, as the editor of the
Northwest Blacksmith Association’s (NWBA) affiliate
newsletter, used his position and the NWBA newsletter in
a similar way, and in a way that did not represent NWBA.
The NWBA board fired him as their editor. In response,
Kagele sued the NWBA and it cost the NWBA thousands
of dollars to defend itself. As a result, the NWBA will no
longer be hosting the 2006 ABANA conference in Seattle
(NWBA is located in Seattle) as many members are
unwilling to work with Kagele who is the 2006 ABANA
conference chair. They have informed the ABANA board
that they are willing to reconsider this action providing that
the ABANA board has Kagel step down from the position.
The ABANA board has refused to getinvolved, or in other
words, it supports Kagele’s actions. Two web sites that
will provide additional background on Mr. Kagele and the
current controversy are
http://www .lawyerethics.org/mt/archives/001054.html

&
http://www.lawyerethics.org/mt/archives/000922 . html No
one likes to be the bearer of bad news, but I think that it is
important that you be informed (you will not get this
information through any ABANA publication) so that you
will be able to more effectively use your vote.
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Upcoming Events

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight
Northwest Region: Billie Christie
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron
Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe

NE Nov 05
NW Nov 12
SE Nov 19
SW Nov 19

SW Nov 26

November 2005
Barberville - Pioneer Jamboree (Sat & Sun)
Bill Adam’s, Blind Hog Forge in Havana, FL.

Charlie & Evelyn Stemmann's shop; Open forges; .Lunch will; be

provided.

Pinellas Pioneer Settlement - St Petersburg-Centuries of Military,

Machines and Memories

(352)-339-0629
(850) 421-1386
(561) 748-9824
(941) 355-5615

“OPEN FORGES” — Come do a project - Wolfe Forge

SW region - Nov 26

NW region - Nov 19

—unknown--
chriswood@talweb.com
EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
wolfeforge@juno.com
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NE Region - Nov 05 & 06

Upcoming Events

NE - Dec 03 - Allan Hardwicke’s

NW - Dec 10 -Rick & Joyce Jay’s, Bear Creek Metal Craft in Fountain, FL.
NW — Jan 14- Jeff & Brooke Mohr’s, Mockingbird Forge in Crawfordville, FL.
SE-Jan 20-22- Eric Velleca's - with Jorgan Harle (details on pg.3)

NW — Feb 11- Juan & Linda Holbrook’s Forge in Gainesville, FL.

NW — Mar 11- Bill Robertson & Patty Draper’s, Applecross Forge in Tallahasse

SE Region - Nov 19




Quarterly Meeting- Southeast
Eric Velleca
Look forward to Jorgan Harle (tool maker extraordinary)
doing a demonstration and workshop January 21-22 (2
days!) with open shop on the 20th. See
orcasislandforge.com for examples. More details will be
posted on the FABA website and in subsequent issues.

Reports from the Northeast
Ken Knight
THANKS TO ALL FOR HELPING MAKE THIS
YEAR'S CONFERENCE A GREAT ONE !

Reports from the Southeast
Ed Aaron

The Southeast Region held its meeting at Eric Velleca's
Shop with a modest turnout. As always, Eric was a great
host, providing a super lunch and a awesome shop. It was
an open forge meeting. Nathan and Ralph worked on
Nathan's tomahawk from a RR spike, Pete and his guest
worked on their project, what, Pete forging something other
that a knife? I bored Ray by discussing what I did at J.C.
Campbell

I mentioned last year that Eric would like to host the
quarterly meeting this coming February (actually it will be
in January - Ed). I'm trying to get info on what and how to
hold the meeting.. If all goes well, it would be worth the
travel for members of other regions to attend.

I thank Don Shedlock for taking 4 forges and 4 anvils and
some tools to the Conference. My plans to attend and take
the equipment were cancelled at almost the last minute. Don
has always stepped up to the plate and done what was
necessary to get the job done. I hope that he was able to take
everything he wanted to, since most of his vehicle was filled
with FABA eqp.. Thanks Don.

Anyone interested in hosting a meeting or would like to see
a particular demonstration, or have any ideas for meetings,
let me know. See you all at Charlie's in Nov.

Reports from the Southwest
David Reddy

The Southwest’s meeting was on September 24 at the
Pinellas Pioneer Settlement in St. Petersburg with 7
smiths in attendance. Ranger Diane Richardson and
Linda Seifert, Boyd Hill Nature Center Manager,
welcomed us and told us a little about the 20 year old
center. It has the blacksmith shop, cane grinding and a
working 1924 sawmill.

The blacksmith shop is very nice with 1 coal forge and
plenty of room for demonstrations. It was built with
boards from the sawmill and the brick flue has an
excellent draw, making for an easy fire and a smoke-free
shop.
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Dick Wright demonstrated tooling. He made a punch out
of a ball-peen hammer and another out of a star drill and
demonstrated tempering the punches. He donated both to
the Iron in the Hat and Harlan Fisher won the hammer
punch and put it to work on hooks for the settlement '
hour later. Dick also dressed up several old hardy cutters
for the Settlement. Thank you so much Dick for a great
demonstration.

Ross Embry, a volunteer smith with the Pioneer
Settlement, made us feel very welcome and invited us to
have future meetings there and to participate in events at
the Settlement
http://www.stpete.org/fun/parks/boydpioneer.htm. Let’s
all participate in the Five Centuries of Military, Machines
and Memories, Nov. 19 and 20 — tanks and a working
catapult, what more could a boy want?

POWER HAMMER WORKSHOP

How would you like to have your very own 50 1b. Power
Hammer? This is not a treadle hammer — it is powered by
a 1 hp. electric motor — not your foot!

Clay Spencer is conducting a workshop where you can
build your own hammer. The workshop will be Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, November 18, 19, 20, 2005. The
workshop will be held at

Mike Bettinger’s Welding Shop in Tallahassee,Florida.

We are projecting that the cost per workshop participant
will be around $1,000.00 each. And for this and your
labor you will be getting about a $3,000 machine! (You
do not have to be an “expert” metal

worker to help build these hammers.)

The other hammer workshops which Clay has conducted
filled up fast, so if you are interested send a $1,000.00
check made payable to: BETTINGER WELDING, and
mail it to:

Clyde Payton

250 Payton Road

Monticello FL 32344

For more details and questions call CLYDE PAYTON at
850/ 997-3627. If you email me make sure you
SUBJECT: Hammer Workshop. My email address is
paytonforge@nettally.com.

(See Pg 5)
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Blacksmith Stocking Stuffers - Gold and
Sterling Blacksmith Jewelry - hammers
(two styles-Rounding and Hofi )....and

anvils....pendants and earrings.

For Pricing and Ordering contact..
Bill Roberts; Custom Design Metal Arts

3740 NE 40th PL #D;Ocala, FL 34479
352-351-5512

Smithing / Forge Work on TV —
RFDTV - http://www.rfdtv.com for
the schedule of “Forge & Anvil” - 30
minutes with two showings per week
- free on Dish & other package

2006 Blacksmith Calendar
Using a different set of 80-100 year old photos, I’ve produced a Year 2006 Blacksmith Calendar. This calendar is the
seventh in a series and is laid out the same as the first six. The 12 pictures show military blacksmiths & cavalry farriers from
around the world and would make a good gift for anyone serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. The individually shrink-wrapped
calendars were professionally printed using a 200 line-per-inch process, which yielded a near photographic result. A list
containing available information for the pictures in all 7 calendars and 25 postcards will be included.
1-5 Year 2006 Calendars: $14.00 each; 6-20 Year 2006 Calendars: $12.00 each; 21-49 Year 2006 Calendars: $10.00 each
over 49 Year 2006 Calendars: $7.00 each
Set of 25 Blacksmith Postcards (this is not a new set of postcards. Only one set of 25 postcards has been produced).
1-5 Sets of Postcards: $10.00 per set; 6-20 Sets of Postcards: $8.00 per set; 21-49 Sets of Postcards: $6.00 per set
over 49 Sets of Postcards: $4.00 per set
Calendars from Prior Years
Year 2005 calendars are still available for $9.00 each.;Year 2004, 2003, 2002 & 2001 calendars are still available for $7.00
each.;Year 2000 calendars have sold out.
Shipping / Ordering
The prices shown above include the cost of shipping to a U.S. or Canadian address. Insurance is extra if desired. Orders for
1 item (calendar or postcard set) are shipped First Class, orders for 2 to 25 items (calendars and/or postcard sets) are
shipped Priority and orders for more than 25 items are shipped by UPS. Satisfaction guaranteed. If interested, please send a
check or money order to:
Gill Fahrenwald; P.O. Box 2323; Olympia, WA; 98507 or PayPal to anvilman@orcalink.com
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