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President’s Corner
Bill Robertson

Youwill be receiving two
things in the mail shortly, the
brochure for the FABA 2005
Annual conference and the ballot
for the election of FABA officers
for the 2006 and 2007 terms. First,

FABA's 20th anniversary annual

conference. It will be October 7, 8

and 9 and will feature two great

demonstrators, Tal Harris and Don

Fogg in addition to all the usual fun conference stuff like the
auction, classes and tool sales, You will save money by
pre-registering before October 1st and the Best Inn University
in DeLand is once again giving FABA members a discount on
rooms but their offer expires on September 15th.

While you are marking our conference date on your
calendars also mark down September 9 and 10 for Alabama's
annual blacksmith conference being held at the Tannehill
State Park outside of Birmingham. Joe Miller will be
demonstrating how to forge "critters" Travis Fleming will
demonstrate joinery techniques and Master Bladesmith Jim
Batson will forge tomahawks. For more information go to
bamablacksmith@comcast.net or call Mike Linn at
205-477-7645.

When you receive your ballot please take the time to
vote. Even though there is not much of a contest this election,
it is still important to those who are running for the trustee
positions and it shows your support for those who are running
for the uncontested positions. You will note on the ballot that
the same people are running for President, Vice President, and
Secretary. This is not because we are in love with our
positions and yearn for another two-year term but only

because there were no other members that were willing to step

forward and volunteer. We do this because we do not want
to see FABA simply fall apart. You will notice that we
continue to have a vacancy for the Program Chair position.
I do not want to preach here but I am concerned that what I
have seen happen in other organizations could happen here,
which is that dedicated people carry the burdens so long that
they burn out and end up walking away resulting in a great
loss to the organization. I am very grateful that Anne
Reynolds and Jeff Mohr have agreed to sign on for another
term with me and hope you will support them and think about
this issue the next time some volunteering is needed.

The July board meeting had to be postponed due to
hurricane Dennis that was threatening at the time. As I write
this it is unclear where it will come ashore. We are still
debating the issue of rescheduling our annual conferences to
a time outside of Hurricane season as we risk losing quite a
bit of our money should one occur during a conference
weekend.

I am glad to say that there are no safety tips from me
this month. It has been just too hot to go out to the shop and
hurt myself. Tam, however, still enjoying the aftermath of my
last two month's tips. My finger is still swollen from the cut
and whatever I ate in Africa just doesn't want to end its little
vacation inside of me. That saying about an ounce of
prevention is so very true. So, think safety before you click
that power tool on.

The next board meeting will take place via conference call
at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, August 15, 2005. Members are
welcome to join. Please call President Bill Robertson at (850)
668-2876 prior to Monday, August 15" to get the call-in
number and access code.
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted. If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Northeast Region: Ken Knight (352)-339-0629 —unknown--

Northwest Region: Billie Christie (850) 421-1386 chriswood@talweb.com
Southeast Region: Ed Aaron (561) 748-9824 EdandMickieAaron@aol.com
Southwest Region: Jerry Wolfe (941) 355-5615 wolfeforge@juno.com

August, 2005
NE Aug 06 Ronnie Fowler's shop in Fort McCoy - new entrance so look for signs!
NW Aug 13 Mike “Bettinger Welding” at 3440 Garber Dr., Tallahassee, FL - Mike Murphy demonstrating
SE Aug20 Yesteryear Village
SW Aug 27 Wolfe Forge in Sarasota. -
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Expanded Coverage of this months events

NW  Aug13
The August 13, 2005 meeting will be at Mike Bettinger’s
welding shop; Bettinger’s Welding, 3440 Garber Drive,
Tallahassee, FL. From US-90 (Tennessee St.) and Capital
Circle NW: Go North on Capital Circle 4/10 mile, turn
right on Tharpe St. Go 3/10 mile turn left on Max Dr. and
g0 3/10 of a mile. Turn left on Garber Dr. and go 3/10 and
shop is on right. Please remember to bring a covered dish
and your Iron In The Hat items. If you donate a hand forged
item, you will receive 5 free tickets.

SW  July 23

“Chain Making” from the 1800’s — See a “Tommy
Hammer” treadle anvil and the process of making chain
links. Learn how chain links were made before the
industrial revolution. Each link hand forged — see the steps
in the process including forge welding and learn some
history of chain making. Fun starts at 9AM — bring a dish to
share for lunch; drinks will be furnished. Bring something
for the “Iron in the HAT”.

Extended Forecast

NW Sep 10 The Pope’s, Devil’s Hopper Forge, in
Barwick, GA - John Butler demonstrating.

Alabama Forge Council Conference-Sep 9-11 (see FABA
website for brochure)

SE Sep 17 Eric Velleca's Shop (Metaldesign)

SW Sep 24 Stay tuned - A meeting is being planned for

the Tampa area
Conference Oct 08 Barberville, FL.

Reports from the Northwest
Billie Christie

The NW Region of FABA met on Saturday, June 11,
2005 at Clyde and Vi’s forge, Payton Forge, in Monticello,
FL. It was wet and nasty, just right for sitting inside and
watching a great demonstration.

Our demonstrator was Edgar Chattin. Edgar showed
everyone how to make an authentic looking tomahawk. He
started out with a piece of % x 2” mild steel bar about 30”
long; heated one end about 7” back and bent it around to
form the handle and sides of the tomahawk. He let this cool,
then turned it around and formed another one from this end
(two at a time). Edgar then cut them to the desired length
and installed a hardened metal bit made of 6150 (said leaf
spring 5160 would work fine). Clean well, flux with 20
Mule Team Borax, bring up to a welding heat SLOWLY
and forge weld together. Forge it out to the desired shape.
You can trim off any excess with the band saw. These
turned out fantastic. Edgar recommends using only good,
straight grain hickory handles. Edgar went on to help several
people make their own tomahawks. I heard they turned out
some nice-looking pieces. Thanks Edgar for sharing your
knowledge and expertise about Indians and their weapons.

The green coal class was going strong thanks to Hippie
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(Charles Pate), with 3 or 4 forges producing a variety of
items. Way to go!

“Iron In The Hat” was a big success thanks to Freida
Platt and Linda Holbrook; we brought in $123.00. Nice job
and thanks again for all your hard work.

Lunch was delicious thanks to Vi and her marvelous
helpers. No one went away hungry. We had over one
hundred people share the meal, great turnout from a slow
start!

Mike Murphy setup a tomahawk throwing contest. We
have some pretty good throwers among us. I’d wish I could
tell you who the winner was; but, I’'m not sure, so I’ll just
say congratulations to everyone for hitting the right target.
J
Thanks Clyde, Vi, Edgar, and Hippie for putting some
sunshine in a wet and soggy day!

Happy Hammering!

Attention: Clyde said the Lost and Found at his house
gained a large red and white striped umbrella and a FSU
jacket.

Reports from the Southeast
Ed Aaron

The June meeting was held at Ed and Mickie Aaron's
house, with 14 members and 3 visitors in attendance.

Pete Yockey demonstrated knife making, but I was doing
some running around and didn't observe much. He advised
us of the types of edges(my terminology is probably
incorrect-next time I will try to stay for the whole demo),
hollow ground, chisel, sereated and others, advised that with
a chisel and sereated blades that the non-ground side should
be to the users outside, dependant on being left or right
handed. Pete also discussed patterns and styles of knives
also how to forge and shape them. Sorry Pete that I didn't
learn as much as you taught. I requested one of our
younger members to write a few lines.. [t may be in another
issue....

We had a total of 3 forges going most of the time. Sarah
had her gas forge going, the other 2 were coal fired. So
everyone that wanted to try forging was given a chance... A
meager lunch was served. My opinion, everyone had a
good time.

Thanks again Pete for the demo. If I would do a better
job,I'd line up more demonstrators...Or if anyone would like
to demonstrate or have a discussion of how to make
something, let me know and I'll try to arrange it. These are
our meetings. Let me know what you'd like to
accomplish...also anyone who would like to host a meeting,
let me know.

Reports from the Southwest
Jerry Wolfe
Thirteen folks attended our June 25 meeting to see a
demonstration by Bill Robertson FABA’s President (assisted
by Patty Draper) concerning making of leaves and animal
heads. A special “Thank You” to Bill and Patty for making
the trip from Tallahassee to the SW region. The support for
the SW region is much appreciated. Bill used his “torch




setup” which utilizes a “gas saver” to heat most of the items
he demonstrated. This is much more convenient than using
a coal or gas forge. The many “tools” Bill uses, makes the
job look easy to form a leaf or animal facial features. The
“long distance prize” goes to both Tom Winterhalter from
Cincinnati OH and to Edwin Davis and his family coming
from Melbourne, FL.

FABA’s Quarterly Board Meeting Minutes
Ann Reynolds

April 9,2005 Blountstown, Florida
(Minutes subject to Board Approval)

Board members in attendance: John Butler, Juan Holbrook,
Clyde Payton, Steve Bloom, Bill Robertson, Anne Reynolds

Board members absent: Tom Kennedy, Jeff Mohr, Steve
Kalb, Bob Jacoby

Guests: none

Meeting was called to order at 12:20 p.m. by President Bill
Robertson. Minutes regarding newsletter accounting, from
July, 2004 board meeting were approved as presented in
July, without change. Minutes from October, 2004 board
meeting were approved as presented without change. Two
items were added to the agenda; a special dedication of the
October 2005 conference was added by John Butler and the
College of Instruction was added by Steve Bloom.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: An audit committee has been
established consisting of Patty Draper, Vi Payton and
Skeeter Prather for auditing the 2004 books. The slate of
officers for the next cycle was discussed. It was noted that
the President elected will have control of the 2007
Madison/SRBC conference as it is Florida’s turn to host. A
motion was made by John Butler and seconded by Steve
Bloom to donate up to 12 FABA tee shirts to the 2005
Madison conference. Motion passed unanimously. It was
noted that the conference budget for the 2005 FABA
conference was approved via email vote earlier. A motion
was made by John Butler and seconded by Steve Bloom that
the Walt Anderson Scholarship for $750 be offered again at
this years conference. Motion passed unanimously. John C.
Campbell Folk School is offering a scholarship for up to
50% of costs. A motion was made by John Butler and
seconded by Steve Bloom to augment the Folk School
award up to a cost of $350 for any FABA member that wins
the award. No officers may apply and this is a one time
award. Motion passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Juan Holbrook presented the
Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 12/31/2004. The
report was accepted as presented without change.

NEWSLETTER: Steve Bloom presented several ideas.
One idea was to auction other newsletters as a collection at
the auction. Another idea was to create a 13th issue of the
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Clinker Breaker that would be free to members with extra
copies for sale. A motion was made by Anne Reynolds and
seconded by Clyde Payton to produce a 13th issue of the
Clinker Breaker that would be free for members and extra
copies would be sold. This issue would cost up to $1500 in
production fees, specifically for the 13th issue. Motion
passed unanimously.

2005 CONFERENCE: In the absence of an official
Program Chair, all disputes will fall into the President’s
realm of responsibility. Lists need to be gathered of
equipment that FABA currently owns and is housed in
various locations. A motion was made by Anne Reynolds
and seconded by Steve Bloom to approve Brooke Mohr,
Patty Draper, and Bill Robertson to teach classes at the 2005
FABA conference. Motion passed by majority with one
abstention. A motion was made by Anne Reynolds and
seconded by John Butler to purchase a new copy of
Microsoft Access and Office for FABA’s use, up to a cost
of $375. Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS: Discussion of hurricane date change was
deferred to another meeting.

COLLEGE OF INSTRUCTION: Steve Bloom suggested
that a group be established that share the load of classes and
knowledge for future conferences. This group or entity
would cover all the details necessary for putting on a
conference. Steve has volunteered to flesh out plan and
bring back to the board for approval.

NEW BUSINESS: Discussion occurred regarding
representation of regions on the board. Clyde Payton
provided some history on the trustees. After much

discussion, recognizing the importance of having the entire
state of Florida represented in some manner on the FABA
board, a motion was made by Steve Bloom and seconded by
John Butler to implement regional trustees in 2007. With
this election cycle for the 2006 year, two at-large trustees
would be elected for a one year term, subject to Board
approval of By-Laws changes. Patty Draper will draft a
by-law change to implement the new regional trustee change
that would take place in the following year election cycle.
Motion passed unanimously.

CONFERENCE RECOGNITION: Special recognition at
the next October conference was discussed and further
discussions need to take place prior to approval.

The next board meeting will be held July 9th in Barberville.

Meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.




Notices / Appeals/ Want-Ads

October Conference Gallery Contest:

While we are going to continue the $75 peoples choice
award, we’re going to sweeten the pot --each person that
brings an exhibit item will get a raffle ticket and a chance at
a really nice prize (translation - just what hasn’t been
decided yet). Moreover - all the entries will be
photographed and will appear in our webpage - here’s your
chance for that elusive 15 minutes of fame!).

A chance to recycle & to help
Vi Payton
My dearest friend's grandson, Devin Windham, has Fanconi
Aplastic Anemia, and has justhad a bone marrow transplant.
Just the out of pocket expenses for the family is expected to
be over $85,000. A non-profit organization called the
Children's Organ Transplant Association (COTA) is helping
the family with uncovered medical expenses and Cellular
One is helping fund Devin's account by donating to COTA
in Devin's name $300 for every 100 old cell phones we can
turn in - they can be any brand of phone. So if you can help
we would REALLY appreciate it. This fund raising program
will go through November so I would really appreciate it if
you take the phones to your meetings and pass them along
until they get to me, even as late as our October Conference
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in Barberville. Linda Holbrook, Patty Draper, and Anne
Reynolds have offered to accept them for us if you get them
into their hands.You can log on to the web at www.cota.org
and click through the menus to find info on Devin W. to
learn a great deal of information about Devin and Fanconi
Anemia. If you can help, we would really appreciate it very
much. Thanks in advance for all you can.

Work Day - Blacksmithing Classes

Steve Bloom, Ironflower Forge
In an early attempt to get instructional systems up and
ruuning, I’m hosting a work day / brainstroming session at
my shop (see May CB for map) on August 27, starting at
~9:00 AM. What is on the agenda is the construction of
beginner’s setups for use in the classes at the conference and
for instructional use in the regions as needed. We need to
build three brake-drum forges, modify a trailer, rig blowers,
devise vise mounts, tell the usual lies, etc. I would also like
to start building the foundations for instruction in FABA -
such as just what ought to be covered in a beginning class
and can the equipment were putting together support that?
Come lend a hand, hang-out, express your opinions, and get
involved.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

