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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NE Region - May 05,2001

The NE meeting this month will be at my shop south of Archer. 

When you get on the unpaved road, look for “13350" on the left

(south) side and don’t let the numbers on the north throw you -

Alachua County to the north numbers on a different scheme than

Levy County to the south (and that’s also why the same road is

either SW 191 St – relative to Gainesville or NE 100 St --relative

to Bronson. Activities will include some tips and techniques on

photographing ironwork and knives (including some digital

image manipulations), comparison of several different etching

solutions for Damascus blades, production of some knife-making

tools for inclusion in conference auctions (see below), creation of

a quasi-mosaic san-mai blade (assuming that I can get the prep

work done between now and the meeting), and the usual mass

chili feed.  We’ll provide the lunch but (here comes the pitch) –

if you have a favorite jig that you have found useful in making

knives and think that we might be able to duplicate it, please

bring it along.  I plan to make a filing jig used to square the

shoulders on a hidden tang knife and then will donate the unit to

our auction but it would be nice if more than one tool was made

and demonstrated – so give some thought to this and lend a hand. 

      Steve Bloom

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212 ncrane8364@aol.com

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: Steve Kalb (941) 489-2396. SCPFDKALB@Firehousemail.com 

May, 2001

NE May 05 Steve Bloom’s shop - Archer, FL

NW May 12 None- getting ready for Madison

SE May 19 Madison Ga (17th..19th) Conference (Don’t Miss it!)

SW May 26 Crowley Museum (contact Steve for details)

Extended Forecast

NW Jun 09 Blacksmith Shop,Tallahassee Museum of History and

Natural Science with Mike Murphy presiding.

SE Jun 16 Matty Spinelli - Okeechobee

SW
Jun 23 Erik Flett's shop in Fort Myers. Bill Robertson is going

to demo his carving stuff (17136 Jean Street Fort Myers

Fl 33912)

NW Jul 14 The Cannery, Havana, FL

SE Jul 21 Ray Renyolds - West Palm Beach

NW Aug 11 Jeff Mohr’s, Crawfordville, FL

NE Oct 06 Conference Prep

NE Nov 03 Pioneer Jamboree
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NEWS from the NORTHWEST

Wow!!!  I can't imagine any way we could have had a more successful meeting.

The FABA statewide meeting at Clyde Payton's shop in Monticello, Fla. on Sat.

April 14 was attended by  over 100 enthusiastic members, guests, beginners,

and onlookers. Attendees came from 150 miles or more in every direction . 

What a great turnout!!  Our primary demonstrator was Allan Kress from north

Alabama and he was superb.  I can't remember seeing a more comprehensive demo

of    multiple aspects of blacksmithing .  The emphasis was on technique, tool

making, and the use of      special tools and jigs.  He used plasticene

effectively to make his point about forging technique using the hammer's edge

and the anvil's edge.  He demonstrated hammer control and basic technique of

slitting and pointing a bar of steel.  He made the point about the right hand

being the worker and the left hand the management when forging (if you are

right handed).. Allan brought numerous powerhammer/treadlehammer tools and

discussed how many were made and how to use them.(cutters ,fullers, snappers,

dies, etc.) He suggested watching carefully what a demonstrator is doing to

the metal and how he is doing it (technique) more than what  he is making.

After lunch Allan continued by making an unusual style bracelet , and

more-------. Its impossible to cover everything he did and I can say without

reservation that Allan is a great demonstrator  The beginner lass is an

important feature of FABA. The morning session was conducted by Jeff Mohr and

the afternoon by John Butler. There was a good group of interested beginners

in the class hammering and bending hot metal . Thanks to Jeff and John.

As usual tailgate sales and fellowship continued throughout the meeting

.Lunchtime was outstanding . Numerous covered dishes of all kinds mase the

choices difficult.  Many of the dishes were brought by FABA members but most

credit must go to Vi Payton for doing everything necessary to feed over 100

blacksmiths and guests.!!

A board meeting was held at lunchtime . President Patty D. Will report on the

results. An iron-in-the-hat event was successful.  I did not get the final

tally on the money raised but there were over 30 items donated by members. 

Bill Robertson somehow knew how to buy the lucky tickets. If you missed this

meeting you missed a good one. Future meetings of the northwest include-----

June----Tallahassee Museum.  Mike Murphy

July----Havana Fla. At the Cannery .  "Iron and glass"

Aug.----Jeff Mohr's shop in Crawfordville, Fla.

Regional Coordinator N.W.

Ed Crane

MEMORIAL
Longtime FABA member BILL TYLER of Tallahassee FL has gone home to a new job.
From now on he will be forging heavenly thunderbolts and making pickets for the Pearly Gates.

HERBERT WILLIAM “Bill” TYLER died Saturday, March 10, 2001, at the age of 86.
Bill was born March 19, 1914 in Norman Park, Georgia. Bill had been a member of FABA for many years and faithfully 
attended all the local meetings up until his health forbade it. Not only was Bill a staunch supporter of FABA, he was a life
member of Pisgah United Methodist Church, Retired U.S. Army Master Sergeant, life member of Tallahassee Capital Lion’s
Club, charter member of Antique Automobile Club of America, member of National Association of Retired Federal Employees,
member of the Tallahassee Streetrodders, member of Capital City Classic Chevy Club, member of Military Vehicle Preservation
Association, and a life member of the National Association of Civilian Conservation Corp Alumni.
For a FABA MEMBER PROFILE on Bill please see your April, 1998 issue of the CLJNKER BREAKER.

We will all miss you, Bill.                                                Clyde and Vi Payton
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